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L H Ap Ss c ar being a fn. ember of of the _ 
8 belt at Dungannon 
I's l i 
the Grand Nati onal Conventi . Great,” 
Were the expectatie ons 1 ba” raed of 155 
of your deliberations. 1 1 had, in comme c 
the 4 ee of Dele Nate | Dung 
given 'my, mol heat 5 allet 10 A solution 
hich ſtated,” what "muſt" att cnt Pro- A 


SE 1 2 7 A 
Y poſton, 60 That in A free ſtat, EVERY. indivk- 


2 Wi THE , 


| 66 "through hs repreſentative, to th laws by 2 h . 
$ hs is "og 
ngz1vED there, could but t excep- 


from oe miſdemeanors, have forfeited. 1 title 


_ . to contribute to the paſſing of laws which them- = 


ſelves had infringed. —The ſecond, where men 

are ſo wretchedly. indigent, that it is impoſſible 
to fiippdſe they a bavt any with Sf ther own ; 5 
Br ſubject. to theſe reſtrictions, I conceived, that 
Tery teflagt inhghytant of this pier - was 
entitled, upon the principles. of the conflitution, 

of juſtice, and of common Lads to give his aſ- 
ſent either in his repreſenta- 
tive, to thoſe laws e hs was bound to obey. 

I had expected it ould have 3 principal 


e , e Mic 
ſlaves —which is the prite ar 


of theſe realms, which a gu every man, how- -— 
ever low his ſtation, who has induſtry to nequire a 


very. trifling p | ſome pork Fg 75 | 
| 0 112 1 . e e ; 


rank Oo | 
"1 prince ble +1 | 


ate Jus ad, © 
te, 1. ay Ih Bos 257 


She would 
3! n 50 Nr. 15 Je Yea communis „ [ 101 TITTY - 
prable right as widely as the naß 1 44 
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WER a4 
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s prap;oſition : the firſt, e nen, 


ED 


moſt lots dit to liberty, has bern a ted'by: 
our conſtituion, wouldrallow; 7h tonnes 
I conceivsp you would have: W 
| right, not only from the juſtice due to the indi- 
viduals WHO have hitherto been deprived of it:: 
but for the: ſake" of the- ſalutary public effects 
wich muſt flow from the extenſion” of it. Iedn-+ 
ceived thut ne man would fo-probably become um 
independent repreſentative, as he who had been 
choſen by he unbougin, unbiaſſed ſuffrages of 
independent mem; none old be ſo likely hñantr- 
ably to fulfil his truſt, as he h, had ſo bohbrably 


obtained it; and I conceived that the beſt müde 


rendering conflituents independent; was to render | 
them numerous: allowing for the infirrnitice uf 
human nature, for the tos natural" i 
the mind o ey man to conſult rather his on 
thin the public: intereſt; I cbneeived the beſt melt 
tho of eviitifera@ing that tendency? wonkd beby! 

owing it no rο m to operate; and this is ts" - 


1185 be done off by tendering the confefttenf body: u 
___ eveiypart' of the kingdom Wide N ag: 


pPrreste fortune, inffuence or putrotuge Süd 
extend wide” endugh to cotrupt & ſuffteiert mf 
bert. to ſecure the elechon of any man who” fought” 
to Obtzin it By, fach means bbaido 
Sven, Gehtſemen, were my specie ul 1 
ſocti my renſdns for habing formed them; How 
miſerably have 1 been difsppointed-. Words ca 


not convey ine indignation I felt ppon eiding 
that nonſenſieal firing of puerite "reſolutions wi hor 
YOU have Ggrilfled with dbe alis of your 


CEP 
lh every one of which would e a 


comment three times as long as the text to explain 
its meaning, which when explained, will prove 


nothing but the futility and inadequacy of the 


meaſures it propoſes—Qh, ye ſapient Counſellors, - 
ye Solons and Solomons, ye have come from far 


and near, ye have aſſembled with much pompous, 


foolery and idle parade, ye have raiſed the expec- 
tations of a nation, and amuſed the wives and 


duughiers of the good citizens of Dublin —ye have 
marched bare- headed in ludicrous proceſſion, the 
gange of fools, and wonder of men of ſenſe—ye 


were big with mighty projects, and wiſely did 


you chuſe the fitteſt place to give them birth; we 


had wiſhed you a ſafe delivery in conjunction with 
your houſe- mates of the other ſex; great have 
been your pains of labour, and ye have produced 
an ABORTION ! But I ſhould beg pardon of the 
Public, and of thoſe. numerous Volunteers who- 


are not Delegates, and who, like me, are diſap-. 


pu. Anat for ſuffering any thing ludicrous, to eſcape 
me upon ſo melancholy an occaſion. I will again, 


repeat, that nothing can be more inadequate, ill 
conceived, and abortive, than the miſerable report. 


which you, Gentlemen; of the ſub-committee, haye 
obtruded upon the nation, as the . reſult of Mme. 
collective wiſdom of the armed aſſociations of nis 
kingdom. I will aſſert that there is hot an indivie! 
E in the kingdom who could be the better for, 


the, ſcheme you have propoſed, whilſt it would r o 


many of thoſe rights, which even the legiſlature, 
dare at We unleſs forfeited. by ſome miſde-, „ 


8 ' meanor 
* 73077 DOC 5 % A 


— 


1 59 1; 


meanor of the owner. Inſtead of extending that. . 
facred privilege, which. renders a free ſubject. in 
ſome. fort a legiflator—you., have. in many caſes, 
abridged. it, and in ſome, the ultimate effect 
of your reſolutions muſt, be to take it wholly. 
away; by this means you will diminiſb the number 
of members of parliament, which you ought rather 
to have increaſed ; for the ſame argument Which 
applies to the conſtituent body, with reſpect. to the 
mode of placing it out of the reach and inflience 
of wealthy and powerful men, holds equally good 
With regard to the repreſentative body, 155 the 
crown; and as in the one caſe, by increaſing be 
number of conflituents, - you counteract. the. Influ- | 
ence of he candidate; ſo in the other, by in- 
creaſing the number of repreſentatives, you coun- 
teract the influence of the crown. You. have, 
therefore, departed from every princi iple of the 
Dungannon reſolutions; you have acted. diame- 
trically oppoſite to every idea of true parliamen- oo 
tary reform your ſcheme, if carried into execution, 
would do infinitely more miſchief than good 
and the ſum total of your wonder: working Jabours, 
amounts to a ſcheme for taking, what 70 6: 
decayed. boroughs, out of the hands, of their | 
preſent proprietors, and beſtowi wing them; upon, 
the gentlemen. of the beſt landed property in ti the 
adjacent barony. But what is it to the Batten, 3 
whether John Bo⸗ or; Ri hard Roe be proprietors, - | 
. of the borough ? Are. we to accept of this idle, 
lifeleſs transfer of property, a en eee * 
2 ty. . parliamen Pra reform 


[i 62 J*-- 


„tut 10 erpect? Were we, for this transfer of 
property, uſeleſs to the public, and unjuſt to the in. 
; vidual” to have 'recourſe to, what” Lam free to 
own, I think a deſperate expedient, to be reſorted: 
to only on the greateſt emergencies, or where the 
maghitulle of the good to reſult from it becomes 
an Object worth the riſque incurred by the danger 
ol the means made uſe of to obtain it. Teonſented, | 
gentlemen, to become a Dungannon Delegate, 
5 the avowed purpoſe of obtaining a parliamen⸗- 
aty reform, becauſe 1 thought it was the only 

| 5 by which ſuch a 4 parliamentary reform as | 
I 'wiſhed' to ſee, could be effected.—1 was aware 
our proceedings were unconſtitutional; I was aware 
it might be laying Aa very fatal precedent, for a 
e interference 'of an ntl power with 


gs Fe 7 


42+ 


59 1 ha bote ye were - thi a ec Br 
the 14% time I had hoped that the ohject we 

had in view, would have been ſo diſtinctiy 

1 uniderſtood, the ſcheme for obtaining, i it ſo 1 
planned, bo adequate to its purpoſe, that the. bon 

* Kitatio by ſuch a 3 would baye been 


_ evidently Reign * to ite Fifi xinciples, 
2 that parlitneht vs wo e EA cas hug 


ible, 


9 


8s, and heat Ment/by pete, dut dedtes | 
forward there could be no pretenec for dhe I. 


terference bf armed aſſociation, and that theke 
fore they 'would have neither nelinations not oe 


ſton hereaſter td tra vel fo far out of the nne of 


6 their"original infltution;,”! 9759 197 nmovgt 507 
_ "Pars; indeed; Gemlemen, oulFhave Bec Slo- 
rious object, and for fit an obfeck alone euld' 1 
have overboked the improptieth aad danger of 
the mode by which it was 19 Be obtained? But in 
ſeu of this iet ional Geck, ook; and var 
at your report ok there—you' "will 1 Ch 
has dwindled into” an' idle transfer of 'p 7 yi 
_ Gecayed Boroughs. © Oy ", NN ks 
Ak Vethen to have ariother| Fund faiths ' 
vention: to Arnend 100 * ble Tept eden and 


7 5 ole Toft ang tt l ry pt 
f le of found po er wel be ttt Moor | 11 5 15 
filly ſchemes of tae? atd weak m 19 55 til 
the fabric. of government. ſhall h ave tolt i 
great ſupports, cuſtom and tk t alk falk be 
ſunk in oge mass of genera} canfuſion, and Ix E- 
LAND SHALL OWE HER DESTRUCTION To THOSE | 
9. WHOM SHE OWED HER IAE 
Gin TIA Went Gier e eh 
the wretched ſoene which the imbecility of your con- 
duct may poſſibly produce. But every friend of his 
country ſhould be aware of fo dreadful a contingen- 
* BY ſhould * that it is ino for ſuch are 


— 


ſee you arrogate to yourſelves the 
. giſlators I would therefore adviſe . vou to. go 


£8] 


ben ain have qurodaced—that they. thould riſk . 


the very exiſtence of their conſſitution by hazard. 
ing ſo deſperate a mode of obtaining objects of 
ſuch mall importance. For my own part, I will 


venture to give you this friendly advice From 


the ſpecimen you have afforded of your talents as 
Law-makers—you, have. taught your countrymen 
that ſomething more is. requiſite for this purpoſe, 
than the being able to ſhoulder a muſket—and this 
muſt alſo teach them, that. the only ſervice for 
which you are fit, is to defend your country againſt 
her enemies when ſhe calls upon you for that pur- 
poſe, -But, I truſt they will never 15 wiſh to 


tion of le- 


home, and learn to ohey laws, without preſuming 


to. make t hem,—There is no man who wiſhes you 


yell, who. will. not at the fame time moſt ardently 
hope, that you may never a 45008 time place your-. 


_ ſelves 1 9 preſent melancholy. predicament ; = 


where Wi have repaid, with en, the 


ſanguine ne expectations of the public, 0 have ren- 


dered yourſelves an- object. of ridicul e to your 
enemies, ang of OY OY pity to TM Apen 
— 11 "ONE 
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ro. "THE" PEOPLE or IRELAND,” 


HP 


Bs A VING. Ma e in my laſt Gadreed | 
to the Sub- committee of the Grand National 
Convention) to make ſome obſervations upon their 
report, I ſhall now proceed to acquit myſelf of 
_ that duty. I call it a duty, becauſe I think my- 
ſelf bound to make good the charges I then brought 
agalnſt the reſolutions oontained in the above - men- 
tioned report, and becaule I think every honeſt 
man is bound to open the eyes of the public, witng 
reſpect to Lage in which 290 an Hr: mt | 
l concerned. bi we 
__ I wave. alerted. in- © tas ids: that the, Haas 
"mittee: have totally departed from the principle of 
the Dungannon reſolutions.— That principle was, 
+4 fthat in a free ſtate, every individual except in 
<« certain caſes I then mentioned) ought to give 
4 his aſſent, either in perſon; or through his repre- 
« ſentative, to thoſe laws by which he is bound.” 
1 have aſſerted, that inſtead of acting conformably 
to this principle, the Sub- committee have acted in 
oppoſition to it: That inſtead of extending, and 
widely communicating the ſacred and glorious 
light, which, according to this principie, ſhould 
be ſo generally conferred, the effect of the xeſolu- 
| dens of mn. Sub- committee was to limit, and in 
2 : es to $9 inhalt vhally away,: That empty 15 
a 1 1 4 | 


* * 
4 k * 


Und us cation at-large the geen body of the 


people, are no wile intereſted in ſuch a reform; it 


is impoſlible ey can gain any thing by it, either 


as individuals, or in their public capacity.—It was 
only by a wide extenſion of the right of voting, 


that they, as individuals, could be benefited: it 


was, by the conſequences of that extenſion alone, 
which, by rendering elections more free, ereated 
a better proſpect of having more independent re- 
preſentatives, that the nation at large could reap, 
any advantage from the propoſed reform. I have 
8 Tl re; that the Sub-committee have 
acted diametrically wage to ps er your 
parliamentary reform. 
ISAALU now proceed ah vrory een 1 
have made, by a ſeparate examination of ſome of 
theſe wonder- working reſolutions. But before 1 
enter upon the ſubject, I cannot help expreſſing 
the infinite pleaſure I have received, from finding, 
that my opinion of them, conveyed in the letter 1 
addreſſed to the Sub- committee, has ſince met 
with the ſanction of twenty-ſix moſt reſpect- 
able members of the Convention, with the 
Biſnop of Derry at their head. In the Grand 
National Convention, upon an amendment n 
| opoſed to one of the reſolutions reported by the 
| :ommittee—an amendment of more real con- 
ſequence to the nation, than all the reſolutions put 
together — an amendment which Was truly conſiſt- 
ent with the ſpirit and principles of the Dungannon 
meeting, which had the juſt and liberal extenſion 
of the cog of wy for its n and was there- 
þ Tore 


— U 


tut 


; fors highly-intereſting to the nation at large Hat 
was the language held by Mr. Morris, Mr. Hacket, 
and Major Moore, in ſupport of an amendment 
that did them ſo much honour ? The people, 
4 (ſaid they) out of doors, look for this extenſion 
(of the right of voting), and a refuſal Will enly 
« lead them to pronounce this aſſembly an ARIS- 
* TOCRATICAL JUNTO.”” The reform itſelt᷑ 
cn only be rendered popular by ihe adoption 
& of an amendment extended on a large and ge- | 
* nerous ſcale; but if it was rejected, their reform 
« would! be deemed mere matter of MOON. 
« SHINE; and all the world would teſtify; hat 
8 when they had a large field for e e es ey 
SE OTALEY DECLINED IT. Log 


Six and twenty gentlemen were of mY 8 n. 
as appeared upon the diviſion whidly followed: 
Thus, in the only inſtance attending theſe reſoluti- 
ons, where any attention was paid to the RIGHTS 
OF THE PEOPLE—what was the Sanden 7 
ö The meaſure was NEGATIVED. 5 33," e 

IsSsHA TTL now entreat the attention of ile pt 55 
nie to the firſf and ſecond reſolutions of” $a 8 
committee... e 

By the fit, att No e dot in any Gul oft 
. town, borough, or manor, is to be permitted 
„to vote for a repreſentative in parliament for 
* ſaid” county, city, town, _ borough, or manor, 


4 * fo long as he bet ceaſe to be; a reſident therein, 


„ 5 we 7. £131 7G 211897 


As The amendment was 0 Ves u u Lalſehbleectb of a 


certain deſrnption the tight of voting 9 a repreſentative in 
parſiament. 1 


* unleſs 


Ee}. 


4 ** his right of voting ariſes. from be 5 
«property. of twenty pounds per annum within 
the ſaid county, city, town, borough, or manor.” 
And by the ſecond, no elector ſhall be deemed 
« a reſident unleſs he ſhall actually have reſided in 


« ſaid county, city, town, borough, -or -manor, 


not only at the time of his regiſtry, but unleſs he 

* ſhall actually have reſided therein for ſix months 

L at the leaſt, in the twelve months previous to 

E the day i the teſt of the writ, and unleſs the 

. ſaid county, city, town, borough, or manor, 

5 ſhall have been the uſual place of his reſidence N 

4 during the period of his regiſtry.” _ 
Upon theſe reſolutions 1 0 50 remark, at I 1 | 

ever underſtood it to be the firſt principle of our 

conſtitution, that it is property which is repreſented 

in parliament—for if we admit that perſons, inde- 

pendent of the conſideration of property, are to be | 

_ repreſented, there can be no ſolid reaſon given 


why every man in the kingdom, who is not a pau- 


per, or a malefactor, ſhould not be entitled to 
vote for a repreſentative i in parliament. The right 
of voting is therefore not a right annexed. to. the 
. perſon, but to the property poſſeſſed by the perſon, 
And as this js one of the greateſt privileges a fre: 
ſubject. can enjoy, it were reaſonable to preſume. 
that he ſhould only be deprived « of 1 it, in caſe of 
ſome flagrant miſdemeanor.— But what. ſay the 
gentlemen of the Sub- committee? Say they, a 
man, by the fundamental principles of the conſti- 8 
tution, indubitably entitled to vote for a repreſen- 
tative in parliament, without having been Wy of 


"on 


( N 1 
; £2 
2 # 


any miſdemeanor whatſoever, ſhall, notwithſtand- 
ing, forfeit that right.—lf buſineſs or ſickneſs ſhall. 
have occaſioned his abſence from the place where. 
his property lies, for the ſpace of ſix months and a 
day, during the twelve months preceding a gene- 
ral election, and he mut beſides make it the uſual 
place of his reſidence during the period of bis 
regiſtry, let his avocations be what they may 


ſo that buſineſs or ſickneſs are the crimes for which, 


in the opinion of the Sub-· committee, a free ſubject: 
of Ireland is to forfeit that right which a certain 
ſhare of property has for ages conferred upon the 
proprietor: that right, which is of infinitely:more 


importance to thoſe who are the object of the Sub- 


committee's- reſolutions, than: to thoſe in Whoſe: 
favour they make an exception; as it is that right 
alone which gives a degree of conſequence: to men, 
upon whom fortune has conferred none, and which 
ſecures to ſuch men, ſome; ſhare of reipect and 


conſideration,” even from the proud and wealthy. 


| Taſk you, my countrymen, whether this be juſtice? 
l. aſk you, whether the Sub · committee had your: 
intereſts in view, when they framed: theſe partial 


and oppreſſive reſolutions :I call theſe-xefolu»: 


tions partial, becauſe at the ſame time that the 


Sub- committee, in one inſtance admit, that it is 


property alone which confers. the right of vating;; 
they deny it in another. The property of the fich 
man is to ſecure to him bis right of votings;though; 
he ſhould never reſide where his property lies, and 
ſhould appear there only for the 5 9 55 Purpoſe of 
eins his vote. 11 2 1} ff: wats 10 
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B the property of the great body of inferior | 
i frees aves, is not to have the fame” indulgence; 
their lands ate to loſe the privilege, which, for ages 
paſt; the conſtitution has allowed them to confer 
upon the proprietor — lis perſon is io be under re- 
ſtrictions, and in order to entitle him to exerciſe 
the firſt act of liberty, he muſt be bound, like a 
priſoner, to reſide in a particular ſpot; fot if he tra- 
vels out of the limits aſſigned him by the Sub · com 
mittee,. for a longer period than they chuſe to 
allow him, he forfeits his right to vote, and his 
frechold loſes the privilege. of conferring that right. 
Are: not theſe reſolutions therefore, oppreſſive as 
well as partial? Are they not wholly levelled: 
againſt the inferior order of freeholders, impoſimg 
reftriftions: upon ſinιν frecholders, white: they 


leave the rich freeholdet free to act in what man- 4 


ner he thinles proper. Thus the Sub- commit - 
tee;: ififleadd of extending one of the deareſt 
rightk of the lower orders of the free ſubjecis of 
this kingdom, have infidiouſly contracted it 
they have aimed at rendering wealthy frecholders 
ſole maſters of the field df election and to ſtip 
two thirdꝭ of the electors of heland of their indi- 5 
putable, mherent, and copftitutional rights 
Iv ſuppoſe, my counttymen, Abr ume 2 
unt any among you may have-inhered; from 
the incuſtry of your patents, a ſtmall landed pro- 
perty under twenty pounds 4 yeut-thar you have = 
a numereus family, and to "ſupport that family, ö 

Fou re ebmpelled 10 follow ſome repritable trade 
or —— in ſome toun or city at 
town 


SIRE e * 


and repatably t fupport a numerous family, is 


be incurred, not for any miſdemeanor, nat for 

any crime but truly beeauſe your frechokl han- 
pens to be oατ me diſtant from the plate of your 
teſidence.PEOFPLR OH NLA ND dehold 
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— borders of ow county, and 


your ſmall patrimony on thoſe of an agiacent ooun- 


ty; ſo that your freehold mex poſlibly- not 


mite diſtant from the town or city in which you 


reſide; the buſineſs of your trade or manufacture 
neceſſarily requires your reſidence in ſuch town or 


city, and the conſtitution, notwithſtanding you do 


not reſide in the | county wre your freehold lies, 


_ confers upon you} in viftue of that freehold, a 


ſacred franchiſe :——But the Sub- committee, equally 


regardleſs of the conſtitution, and of your ſacred. 


franchiſe, have arbitrarily:decided, you 


abandon your trade or manufacture, and lee 5 


your family to ſtarve; or ycur ſucred franchiſe is tio 


law authorities have declared; no power upon cattih 


can, in our free conſtitution, take fol 4lie pros 
prietor, unleſs he forſeiis it by a miſdemeahorʒ ſo 


tnt, the reward of your induſtry, in promoting 


the trade and manufactures of your country, the 
recompenoe of your virtuous. endeavo rs,! honeſtly 


the forfenure'of your moſt ineſtitnable and conſtitu · 
tional right; and this forfeirare may very poſſibly 


your REFORMER S/1=This is the gard they 


pay to the trade and manner of 2580 en 
try/,a—this/is'theiratteatiowisF 
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the diſeaſe: 
promiſe, this daſtardly eſcape from a. great ſyſ- 
tem of reformation, will be, to ſpend and exhauſt 
the vigour of the people, and to make them fool 
away a ee opportunity w} 


| nemhle un that conſtitution, and facred 2 the crit 


eee tr Pte t aft 
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your letter denotes a real or fictitious character $ - 


but I, who am actually a Member f Convention, 
delegated from the province of Munſter, fectly | 
coincide with you in opinion. I think with you, 


that the plan of reform, the tardy fruit of ſo 
much deliberation; is an elaborate trifle; . inade- 
quate to the redreſs of our grievances, unworthy 
the interference of the Volunteers of Ireland, un- 


worthy the ſolemnity with which it was introdu- 
ced, and unworthy the expectations and the 


majeſty of the people. Palliations are ever dan- 


gerous; while they quiet the patient, they feed 
e: the conſequence of this feeble com- 


ich never muſt 
r 5 01h gat Din Bef35; 1 If 2855 


Such . my ſentimems ; Lurgel. them in the 


tion * r manner 1 was able; but 
what 
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what avails the honeſt individual; without: ende ; 

quence, information, or perfonal dignity,” to en- 
force his opinion? Many of my brother Delegates 
were in preciſely. the ſame ſituation; as each re- 
ſolution paſſed, they gave an indiftin&- murmur 
of diſappointment; they diſapproved the imbeci+ 
lity of the reſolutions in which they concurred, 

and: often concurred merely" from a want of elp- 
cution, or hardihoad in addreſſing a public audi- 
ence. We were all proſtrated, and hurried away, 
by the gigantic powers of the diſtinguiſhed ora- 


tor, who aſſumed a commanding lead; indeed, 1 


may ſay, a ſovereign and deſpotic authority 
amongſt us. Far be it from me to caſt any impu- 


tation on the purity: of that great man's intentions, 
in the management of this mighty buſineſs; but 
it is a melancholy and incontroyertible truth, that 
bis unſeaſonable moderation has ow fatal o the 
deareſt hopes' of his country.” - 
TDuvus far I had: written; wich 4 
merely to the plan of reform itſelf,” but, if tile 
plan is derogatory from the majeſty of volunteer : 
interference, and unworthy of the united wiſdam 


of the armad affociations of Trend, What ſhalt = 


we ſay of the manner in which this darling object 
of the people was notified to Parliament? Inſtead 
of being enforced by addreſſes or petitions, and 
attended by numerous ſignatures, which might 
ſhew that it was ſanctioned by the general con- 
currence of the nation; inſtead of being ſtamped 
by the high authority of a hundred: and ſbery Dele- 
gates, and enforced by the awful and command- 
ing voice of an armed Em determined a 


. 
Oh ſhameful falling off from aca Pprofeſ- 


ſions! Oh ſtrange dereliction of a noble cauſe! 


The plan of reform demanded. by the /e//- embodied 
legions of Ireland, and voted in Convention, with 


the claſh of arms, demurely ſteals into the Houſe 
of Commons, as the private lucubration of one or 


two private individuals. Where was then the 


ſuperior duty to conflituents in uniform? Where 


was then the ation Mo "gs to that 
of parliament? 


I witt aſk any man, would not the bun of 


Parliamentary reform have come with greater force 
and vigour before the Houſe, and been more 
| likely to live and grow to maturity, as the joint 


offspring of an hundred and fixty men, than as the 


füoundling of two individuals only out of that 


* 


number? The queſtion anſwers itſelf. Why 


then was Mr. F — obſtinately ſilent, when it 


was demanded of him, under what authority hne 
called for a parliamentary reform? Why then 


did the name of Ilunteers tremble on his lips, and 
die away on his tongue? Did he think that the 


opinion of a ſingle ſenator would have more 
weight with the aſſembly which he addreſſed, than 


the voice of a whole people? I will not call 


ſuch a conduct difingenuous 3 I will not enquire : > | 
whether it was ſtrictly conformable to veracity; 
but I muſt ſay, that by forbearing to quote the 


authority of the Volunteer Convention, for the 6 | 


which they avowedly formed and produced to 
their countrymen, and to the legiſlature of the 
land, he clearly gave wp 155 * of volun- : 


teer interference. Che 
; 1 . 
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3 Mr. Flood was afraid or 1 to 
avail himſelf, of the ſanctiam of the National. 
Convention. | If he was afraid, he is unwortkhy 
to. be the leader in ſo good a cauſe; if he 
vas aſhamed, that ſpame muſt have proceed 
ed en a; ſecret conſciouſneſs, that the interfe- 
| rence. of the Convention was Ae or improper. 
It may be faid, Mr. Flood was. neither afraid nor 
aſhamed, but fimply. held it ur zeceſlary une, | 
duce the name of the Volunteers, a, name which 
had been legalizzd by Parliament itſelf. But, will 
any man contend, that a perſon anxious to. 
gain a great object, will refuſe to avail. himſelf 
of any poſſible aid towards its attainment? 
Or will any man contend, that no ſuch aid might 
have been derived from the auihority of an fun- 


2 


dred and ſixty reſpectable warlike- and _learnes d 
gentlemen, or of the ſeveral armed aſſociations, 
dy which thoſe gentlemen were delegated ? Either 
the interference of the Volunteers. on this geca- 
ſion, is right, or it is wrong. If it is right, W Jy. 
does. Mr. Flood difavow. their authority 3 i or, Ta- 
ther, why does Mr. Flood avow their authority in 
theory, and diſclaim it in praclice? why does he : 
ayow it at the Rotunda, and egy it at College e- 
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by bis aha 85 vr ze; | 
+ I caNNoT. forbear e 10 4 e 
preſſon, which fell from Mr. F logd Bt Saturday, 
that every Angle idea in the Bill which, he meant. 15 
introduce, was his gwn, Now, 1 would k 
know, was the Pla of reform, Cane feht that bil, 1 

C 33 i "another; 
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another, or the ſame with that which was offered 
to the public by the convention of delegates, aſ- 
ſembled at the Rotunda? If it was different, how 
can he explain Mr.'Flood's conduct in coming from 
the bed of ſickneſs, to deliver his ſentiments in 
committee at the Lying in Hoſpital? why did he 
give the plan from which he was pre-determined . 


0 deviate the ſeeming ſanction of his concur- 


rence? Was the whole form of deliberation, con- 
tinued for ſo many days, a piece of ſolemn fop- 
pery n the other hand, if Mr. Flood meant to 
introduce the identical plan f reform which re- 
ceived our aſſent at the Rotunda, what a pretty 
compliment does he pay to us, who vainly thought 
ourſelves. his fellow-laboyrers, and the partners of 
his Gellbetations! Every idea in the Bill your UN 
Mr. Flood Did not WE then, contribute any 
thing to the plan of reform which paſſed for 
ours ?—Were not an hundred and ſiaty delegates | 
qualified. to communicate one idea? Were we all 
mere unmearing puppets, incapable of thinking 
or reaſoning, and moved about and danced by Mr. 
Flood ?—Surely, if not our perſonal dignity, yet 

the noble Ane in Which we are engaged, entitles 
us to a reſpectful treatment, or, at leaſt, to 1 85 
langs of common civility. _ : 
aD I entirely approved of the plan of 588 1 

as ſettled by the / olunteer Convention, or rather, as 
tC ſhould now. ſeem, by Mr. Flood, L ſhould have 
been very much chagrined at the precipitaney 
with Which it was hurried to its audit, #unhouſelled,. 
unanvinted, unanealled—without, taking any of the, 
, F 3 to W it 2 favourable re- 
1 MN ception, 
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ception, or bing till it could receive ES 0 
roborating ſanction of the nation at large, But 
this we are to attribute to an unhappy fatality. 
Time preſſed, Mr. Flood was eager to play over his 


roll of patriotiſm in this country, and haſten to dif. 
play his vaſt abilities on the expanſive ſtage, and 


before the brilliant and numerous audience of an 


Engliſh theatre. Human creatures and their views 
and ſchemes are fated to be the ſport of contin- 
gencies: I fear, this will eminently appear in the 
preſent inſtance, if Mr. Flood ſhould go to Eng- 
land, leave the parliamentary reform unfiniſhed, 
and involve kimſelf in the boundleſs maze of 
Engliſh politics. Meanwhile, | let us exert our- 
| ſelves in our vocation, and believe me to be * 
friend, though unknown, fellow-labourer, 


A Mons rx Prix ars. | 


LETT K 
1 THE PEOPLE, or TRECAWD. 


gin C E 2 laſt Saddle you, 9 have with 
pleaſure. perceived, that the eyes of all ranks of 
people appear to have been opened with reſpect 
to the conduct of the Sub-committee of the Grand 
National Convention ; ; and it is with no ſmall fatis- 
faction I find, that they almoſt unanimouſly agree 
in reprobating thoſe raſh, crude, and. unconſti- 

tutional reſolutions, which that committee were 

not aſhamed of obtruding upon the nation, whoſe -. 
1 underſtandings N haye inſulted, and whoſe _ 

J intere 1 
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intereſts they have abandoned —80 general-i is the 

public diſapprobation of the wretched ſcheme of 
=_ propoſed by theſe ſagacious legiſlators, 
that I ſhould now have conſigned it to the me- 
rited contempt into which it has fallen, did I not 
deem myſelf pledged to my countrymen, to purſue 
the miſchievous folly of weak ill-judging innova- 
tion, to the laſt ſtage of ridicule and abſurdity. | 
In doing this, I ow] I break through the trite 
maxim, De mortuis nil niſi bonum; for it cannot 
be ſuppoſed, that any danger can now reſult 
from a ſcheme of reform univerſally condemned, 
and already dead in common ſenſe. But a view 
of the miſconduct of the dead, may furniſh a 
leſſon to the Jiving ;—and though this ſcheme has 
no longer any practicable exiſtence, the expoſing 
all its complicated abſurdities, may furniſh a leſſon 
to future reformi/ts; it may teach them, that as in 
the finer arts there are many who miſtake the 
inclination for the talent, and become tuneleſs mu- 
 ficians—poets without poetry, and painters with- 
out art; ſo there are others who make the ſame 
miſtake | in politics, and fancy the hve of power 
is the capacity to exerciſe it. In the firſt caſe, 
men make abortive attempts at communicating 
that pleaſure zo others, which Nature only meant 
they ſhould receive from others; in the latter, men 
would attempt to make laws, wham God and Na- 
ture never deſigned to do any thing more than 
"obey them; — that a great majority of the Grand 
National Convention came under this deſcription, | 
there can be no doubt ; the leaven of i ignorance 

and was * predominate in the maſs 
. 
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| of: this celebiuted aſſembly, that the abilities of a 
Flood, tempered by the cold diſcretion of A Ay 
Brownlow, and awed by the integrity of a Charle- | 
mont, could not correct its inherent vices. The 
fact is, Nature never deſigned they ſhould be law- 
makers, and they have proved it. Since, there- 
fore, they have reſolved to miſtake their talents, 1 
cannot help wiſhing that it were only in caſes, 


Where the public could not be diſturbed by the 


miſtake. Let them, if they pleaſe, turn painters, 
Poets, or muſicians,” I will promiſe them equal 
ſucceſs, and they will commit a much more inno- 
cent abſurdity. 
I 84ALL now purſue. my 8 of A : 
upon ſuch of the ſub-committee's reſolutions, as 
appear entitled to any ſort of notice. I have 
ſhewn, upon a former occaſion, that the two firſt 


of theſe obviouſly tended to rob the great body of 


inferior freeholders of their indiſputable, inherent, 
and conſtitutional rights, and conſequently to leave 


wealthy landholders ſole maſters of the field of elec- 


tion. I ſhall at preſent proceed to ſhew that in 
their ſabſequent reſolutions, inſtead of aiming at 
the accompliſhment of the wiſhes of the nation, 
_ viz. * a more equal repreſentation of the people,” 
the ſub-committee have adopted meaſures totally 
deſtructive of that equality; Tl inſtead of freeing 
electors from the ſhackles of undue influence, the 
plan propoſed by the ſub- committee would give 
new force to that influence, and impoſe new chains 
upon thoſe feng are FOI Ne” to pg 
"OO ns ns 5 | 
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Tu 5th reſolution ſtates, that all decayed, 
„ mean and depopulated cities, towns, boroughs, 
«© or manors, which have hitherto returned mem- 
«© bers to ſerve in Parliament, be enabled to re- 
« turn repreſentatiyes, - agrecably to the princi- 
“ ples of the conſtitution, by an extenſion. of 
*, franchiſe. to the neighbouring DIE, or baro- 
nies, pariſh or pariſhes,” _ 

Ax by a ſubſequent 1 Oe 4 no  freemgn 15 
* of any decayed, mean, or depopulated city, 
< town, borough, or manor, which hath hitherto 
returned members to ſerve in Parliament, /ball 
vote at elections, &c. &c. unle/s he ſhall have 
obtained his freedom by birth, ſervice, or mar- 
& riage,. or: unleſs he ſhall have been an actual 
trader or manufacturer during the period of 
twelve raggths, previous to the day of Lo teſt 
+ of the writ.” _ | 

Ius entreat you to s ag that a more 
equal repreſentation of the people, and an exten- 
ſion of the right of voting, were the objects of 
the Dungannon Meeting. Now. let us fee how 
far the above reſolutions will jend. to produce 
: thoſe much-wiſhed-for effects. HR 

' You have, indeed, in the firſt of theſe reſolu- 
ons, the words exten/ion of franchiſe ; but what 
is this extenſion of franchiſe? Does it tend to in- 
creaſe the number of electors does it extend 
the, right of voting? No—it does nothing mare 
than give two additional votes, to thoſe very per- 
ſons who had two votes before, This is a curious 
mode of extending a right the multiplying it to 
thoſe wad: are Ae in en of it, and re- 


fuſing 
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fuſing that right to thoſe perſons ho are ae 
excluded from it. This reſolution, therefore, does 
not extend the right of voting, but it gives to the 
forty ſhilling frecholder, in a barony or pariſn 
adjacent to a decayed town or borough, four votes, 
viz, two for the county repreſentative, and two for 
the repreſentative of the town or borough; whilit the 
man poſſeſſed of 5000l. per annum, whoſe. eſtate 
happens not to be in ſuch an adjacent barony or 
pariſn, is to be allowed only % votes Could — 
the utmoſt reach of folly have deviſed a more 5 
groſsly abſurd mequality of repreſentation - Bult 
farther—by the ſecond of the above-mentioned re- 
ſolutions, a blow is levelled at the power of all cor- 
porations to make freemen, by which two thirds of 
the freemen throughout the kingdom would be 
disfranchiſed. So that this moſt ſagaeious ſub- 
committee—a committee appointed for the expreſs 
| Purpoſe of eſtabliſhing a more equal repreſentation 
of the people, and of extending the right of voting, 
have in the firſt inſtance, attempted to ereate the 
moſt abſurd inequality. of repreſentation ; and, in 
the ſecond, they have moſt arbitrarily and uncon- 
ſtitutionally aimed at greatly contracting, inſtead 
of widely extending, the right of voting. I would 
now aſk any man of common ſenſe, whether it 
be poſſible to ſuppoſe, that it was ſtupidity alone, 
which occaſioned the framers of theſe reſolutions 
ſo totally to depart from the principle of parlia- 
mentary reform? Were there none among them 
who had a ſide view to their own” intereſts; 
who poſſeſſed eſtates in the baronies adjacent 
to . towns; and who "hoped to be 
„„ 


L 26 „ 
able to wreſt the repreſentation of thoſe towns 
out of the hands of the perſons who had 
hitherto had the greateſt influence in them? 
and in order to keep the repreſentation. of ſuch 
towns in their own hands, was there no ſelf- 
intereſted policy in reſtricting the power of cor- 
porations to create freemen—a mode of counter- 
acting the influx of the forty ſhilling freeholders 
from thoſe gentlemen's eſtates, which the per- 
ſons who' have now the greateſt influence in cor- 

porations might poſſibly have adopted ? I aſk you, 
my countrymen, whether the thing does not ſpeak 
for itſelf And if you want a farther proof, look - | 
to the eighth reſolution—® that all bye- laws made 
by corporations to contract the right of voting, 
„ be declared illegal by act of parliament.“—— Is 
not this admitting that contracting the right of vo- 
ting is of itſelf unconſtitutional? But ſay the Sub- 
committee, though corporations ſhall not contract 
| that right, though it be unconſtitutional in them to 
do ſo, yet we will doit for them and by a ſtroke 
of our pen we will rob every perſon, who- has been 
created a freeman by a corporation, of his franchiſe. 
To ſatisfy the public, we will declare that bye-laws, 


made by corporations, to contract the right of ©} 
voting, are illegal; but we, to ſatisfy ourſelves, 


will make a law for them, that ſhall contract the 
right of voting more than all the bye-laws they 
could have framed.——A power in corporations 
indiſeriminately to create freemen, might prove 
dangerous to our views, becauſe ſuch freemen 
might out- number, at an election, the forty ſhil- 


8 freeholders We. _ ſend. from our eſtates to 


ſeize 


E 
: ſive upon the de corporations 


mall not have the power of creating freemen— 


none ſhall be ſuch but thoſe who have obtained 
their freedom by birth, ſervice, or marriage; 
or who ſhall have been actual traders or manu- 
_ 4 facturers. Very poſlibly in boroughs, where 
there are neither traders or manufacturers by 
which means we wil ſecure ſuch boroughs to our- 
ſelves and while the nation is looking for a parli- 
amentary reform, we will contend for nothing 
more than a ſimple transfer of property, in which 
the advantage ſhall be all on our ſide. 
Suck, my countrymen, is the equality of re- 
: preſentation, which the reſolutions of the Sub- 
- committee would eſtabliſh ;—ſuch the extenſion of 
the right of voting - and ſuch the pure and dijfinte- 
: me motives 1 which n eee, were 
hy et) A Donoaxxon Deceowes. 


| 1 „ 1 r U 


Tor THE | AUTHOR: OF THE | LETTERS * *10xp 
1 DUNGANNON DELEGATE, 


Dean 81. 


You U R Good lader gave me n. n e : 
It perfectly meets my ideas. I muſt own to 
* I was vaſtly aſtoniſhed, that reſolutions which 


had employed ſo much care and pains, in the 


e agg of which ſeveral gentlemen | of the 
| long 


L a8 3 


Jas: robe — and. to mature which, our 
_ diſtinguiſhed patriot lent his ſuperintendent care, 


ſhould be eminently deſtitute of clearnels, preci- 


ſion, and accuracy. But this, 1 think, is their 
ſmalleſt fault; the bulk of them are conceived in 
an odious and ariſtocratic ſpirit : they breathe an 
evident partiality for the rich, they are in- 
compatible with perſonal freedom, and would 
have an operation e to the ain of elec - 
tions. 
Wurrurx Mr. Flood is n a friend to a 
parliamentary reform, or onl: y, like other leaders 
that have gone before him in oppoſition, reſolved, 
on this - occaſion, to avail himſelf of a reform, 
as a meaſure which he thought would embarraſs 
Government, I know not; but this I know, that 
through his means entirely, the plan of PARLIA- 
MENTARY REFORM 7s what it is, and failed to be 
fat it ought to be; and through his means, the 
plan, ſuch as it is, failed of being carried. Iam 
ſure his conduct, ſince the ſhameful rejectian of 
the plan of reform by parliament, was far from being 
really amicable to the meaſure. And one would 
ſuppoſe, that a man of Mr. Flood's ſagacity would 
readily perceive the moſt effectual means of en- 
ſuring ſucceſs to a favourite object. Inſtead 
of the vigorous reſolution, propoſed. by my 
countryman, Mr. Hacket, we have an inſipid 
milk and water addreſs to his gracious Majeſty, 
telling what every body, and of courſe. our So- 
vereign (God bleſs him I) knew before, that we 
were loyal ſubjefs, and had attended executions, 
| and ſeized n * nſtead of flying 
f through 


. 


through the kingdom, advi ſing, ilirer agi-- 
tating; and animating, from county to county, 
to procure teſolutions' in ſupport of the plan of 
reform what does Mr. Flood do? He hurries to 
England; to preſent H1MsELF, and his addrefs, at 
the foot of the throne; as if, indeed, we were 
to look for a Savlieminitary* reform fran Couxr- 
IxrLUENcE, and not from the determined hearts, 
and vigorous arms of our illuſtrious ſelf-embodied 
 I:gions. Mr. Flood having done enough for his 
| own popularity, (though not for the ſervice of his 
country) haſtens to diſplay his abilities on a ne“ 
ſtage, and leaves the poor deſolate plan of reform to 
ſhift for itſelf, —But 1 ſhall' wave theſe comments 
on Mr. Flood's conduct, and proceed to ſome 
fervations' on the reſolutions themſelyes. 
Tas firſt reſolution deſerves to be quoted, as a 
ſtriking inſtance of confuſed and ambiguous ex- 
preffion ; © That no elector, &c. be permitted 
4 to vote for any repreſentative, &c. ſo long as he 
64 may ceaſe to be a reſident, &c. unleſs his right of 
voting ariſes from landed property of twenty 
< pounds per annum, within the ſaid county, ci- 
« ty, &c. as herein after is ſpecified. Now, from 
this reſolution it is impoffible to judge, whether 
the Convention deſigned to impoſe the reſtraint 
of reſidency on the candidate or the eleQtor; and 
ſimilar” obſervations might be made on almoſt all : 
the other reſolutions ; but F wave thoſe critical re- 
marks, which moſt” of my Volunteer readers 
would be apt to call mere quibbling. © | 
Your ſtrictures on the matter of the two firſt 
reſolutions are Juſt, and, in my opinion, unan- 


ſxerable. 


ta T1, 


ennie Nankang. ſurely, could contributs 0 
much, not only to the purity of elections, but to 
me ſtrength, virtue, and general proſperity of the 
kingdom, as encouraging the 7eomanry, and en- 
deavouring to increaſe their number. But theſe 
reſolutions, on the contrary, tend to annihilate 
this deſerving and honeſt body of men; they would 


leave them PRISONERS AT LARGE, 4a fort of 


TAME STOCK attached to the foil, and, like the 
' VILLAINS of old, transferred Att the domain 
from owner to owner. According to the ordinan- 
ces of the Convention, or rather of Mr. Flood, for 
1, as a delegate, diſclaim either act or part in it, 
the proprietor of five hundred pounds per annum 
may forſake, not only his native country, but his 
native kingdom; he may diſſipate his income in 
the follies and vices of foreign lands; and if he 
ſhould happen to think his country worth that 
ſmall mark of attention, or be impelled by any 
private conſideration, he may ret urn on the eve of 
an election to give his vote; while the induſtrious 
yeoman, who has reſided all his life in the kingdom, 
and contributed by his induſtry to its true glory 
and intereſt; he, I ay, unleſs. he has remained, 
like a vegetable, in the precious ſpot where he firſt 
ſprung, ſhall be deemed dns of Tong 
his birth-right. : 
Tus ſoldier who. expoſes 5 perſon 10 the Wie 
ſitudes of war, the meritorious tradeſman, who 
adds to the wealth and proſperity of his country, 
the ingenious mechanic, who contributes to adorn 
life with the arts of elegance all theſe, inſtead of 
being 5 are to be e for a laudable 
Aufre 


i a 


dęfire f rendering themſelves uſe 121 NEO of. the ; 
community! If the ſoldier joins: his regiment, or 
the mechanic reſorts to the capital, the feat of arts, 
to learn or exerciſe his trade, both the one and the 
other is 19% facto bar ene e ye 1 E 
opulent, but ür en more virtuous reiben 2. "= 
Waar do the firſt and ſecond reſolutions 0 
clare why this“ The inferior claſs of freehold- 
«ers ſhall be neither ſoldiers, ſailors, artiſans, 
4 tradeſmen, nor merchants.; they ſhall not have 
the power of reſiding where they chooſe ; they 


| £6 ſhall not acquire landed property, Except in the = | ; 
county where they reſide; or if, in defiance of 


<« this ſtatute, they do acquire FT it ſhall not 
_ 4 beſtow. upon them the ſame privileges which it 
< would confer.on any other men. "—Admirable 
inſtitution ! which renders it PENAL To Bs POOR. 
But ſuch a law would not be unjuſt to the Poor 
only.—Suppolſe. a gentleman has an eſtate of ten 
ones pounds per annum, in the county of 
Meath or Kildare, and reſides on that eſtate, or 
in Dublin; and that he has alſo a fee ſimple eſtate 
of nineteen pounds nineteen ſhillings yearly, in 
the county of Weſtmeath, this man ſhall not, | 
within the proviſion. of the firſt and ſecond re- 
ſolutions, be entitled to vote in the choice of a 
repreſentative for the county of Weſtmeath; 
_ while an indigent, obſcure farmer, whoſe whole | 
| worldly fortune is barely twenty. pounds, per, an- 


num, depending on the, precarious being of a ſick 


and aged perſon, ſhall be admitted, as a good 
#letar—ls ſuch a law aan to ſound policy? 
„ N Nay, : 
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Nay, is it not repugnant to common ſenſe Wilt 
any man in his ſenſes deny, that the former free- 
holder has a more valuable ſtake in the county 
than the latter, is more likely to be free from undue 
influence, and to give his vote, not. only with 

7 integrity, but good fenſe?—lt is every day's' ex- 
perience, that abſentees are frequently the moſt 

Vuirtuous and independent voters, at county electi- 


ons; they are not embarraſſed by the trammels of 


Intimacy and neighbourhood; their judgment is 
not warped by the heat of party, which too fre- 
quently rages in moſt counties ; they have neither 


Joined in the village cabal, nor hearkened to the 
tale of rural ſcandal; they are not fore and rank- 
ling from petty Nights, and- provocations, with 


which the horſe-race or the cock-match' teems for 


country ſquires, and which have a mighty influence 
among reſidents, on election politics; they are not 
dazzled by the ſplendor of the great, or ſeduced by 


the hoſpitality of the jovial, motives that too power - 


fully ſway the voters who are inhabitants. In law, 


it is a frequent practice to dtrect a trial, for the 


greater impartiality, in a county different from that 
where the cauſe of action ariſes; might not ſome- 
thing analogous to this be ſucceſsfully adopted in 


4 politics? would it not very much contribute to the 


wiſdom and purity of elections, were the repreſen- 


-- ans 


tatives for each county to be choſen by the free- 


holders of the county next adjoining: A am ſure 


it would cut off much ſordid intrigue and impro- 


per influence. Men of a patriotic diſpoſition ha ve 


always wiſhed, and will naturally wiſh, to gain 
a . rn in different DG for the gene- 


rous 


— 
* 


tw 


rous and eh Yreſs purpose t a virtuous interfe- 


 rence/in ſupport of the true friends of theit un- 


try. How often have we ſeen perſons of the moſt 
dignified name and affluent fortune, vote a8 


ten pound, or even fortiy ſhilling” fretholders; 
who, had 4 qualification 5 of; twenty pounds 


per annum been required” in Hhon-reſidents; 
could not have voted nt All. I think, there. 
fore, it deſerves to "be" ſeriouſly” conſidered, 


_ whether tlie advantage of | excluding a fe Gesa 


ſional voters, which may be expected, from a law 


enforcing reſidence, will, in any degtee, compen! 


fate the miſchief, to be feared from diſqualify= 


ing a much greater number of the moſt virtuous | 


and reſpectable frecholders, ee, , 

Tus third reſolution is, That eve ry 
eher his qualification, twelve months _ 
ous to the day of the teſt of the writ, to ettitl 
him to exerciſe his right of voting, "Rec; ſhall 
not enquire whether . . 5 would be "uſeful 
to extend the regiſtry to ' frechoſders of ten 


or twenty pounds per annum; but ſurely” it is 


ridiculous fo demand a regiſtry of eſtates of five 


hundred or 4 thouſand pounds yearly; ; ſuch 2 


landed property as that gives its owner "fo much 
weight and conſequence in the county, that iris 
impoſſible he ſhould remain doubtful, and require 
the aid of a regiſtry to aſcertain him, This third 


reſolution would, I think, impole an unneceffary 


burthen on men of large landed. | property. 1 cult 


_ obſerve alſo, that there ſeems. to be no. good fea re 


_ Fi, 4s figs 1 1 regiftr 


- vious 
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vious * is two-fold—to. prevent the crea - 
tion of occaſional voters, that is to, a „voters 
who receive a qualification for the expreſs pur- 
poſe of voting at a particular election; and to 
give due notice both, to candidates and elec - 
tors, of thoſe. perſans who. claim, a right of fran 
chiſe, that the candidates may be enabled to ap- 
piy to the nue and, both they, and the 
freeholders to make the proper enquiries into the 
identity of the veters, and the, goodneſs of the 
titles by which they. claim. their Canchiles, Now, 
I believe no man will deny, that both the one 
and the other of theſe objects may be as well ob. 
tained,” by. a previous. regiſtry. of fix, as by one 
of twelve months. If a previous, regiſtry of 
twelve months is neceſſary. to the purity, of elec- 
tions, why. ſtop there? I ſee, no reaſon, why A 
ſpace. of two, three, or four years, would not 
anſwer ſtill better. Any act requiring a regiſtry, 
is@hardſhip on the frecholder ; it, in. ſome mea- 
ſure, curtails his | birth-right, by abridging his 
Power of uſing that franchiſe, which the ancient 
5 copftitution meant to give him free. and unfettered, 
I ſee now, a ſtrange and unaccountable omiſſion 
in this third reſolution, which, I will frankly. oWn, 
never occurred to me at the time it paſt, and which | 
| Thows ſome , monſtrous neglect or ignorance in us 
all, The omiſſion I mean is, that the reſolution 
runs generally without the ſaving, 3. Which Juſtice 
; and good ſenſe requires, and all "eledtion; laws 
| haye made, in favour of freehold „ which, bave 


* to the boſſellor by, virtue of deviſe, of de- : 


Kent, marriage, * Preferment, 1 an employ- 
amen 


1 ot7 


* Þ 
ment conferring a freehold or 4 beneſiceg i- in the ; 
church; all which modes of acquiring franchiſe, 
are e clear . n ee of nen W far. . 
e J am, Sir, e Bra ace | 

"your 1 friend a4 adinirer, TOR: 


A Munzrzx, Daune ark. | 
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Is N 67 "Ion to ants very NN 8 dener. : 
ſervations on the propoſed plan of reform, I 

ſnall proceed to ſtate ſome further objecbions, 
which have occurred to me; I know not What 
force they may have on the minds of others, but, 
to me they appear unanſwerable. And here 1 
muſt premiſe, that there exiſts not a mote. Zzea- 
lous friend to an effectual, conſiſtent national. plan 


of PaRLIAMEN TARY Rexyonm, than I am; but 


J would not have the peaple deluded - would 
not have their whole attention employed, and 
their whole ſtrength exerted in purſuit of an ob- 
ject, which, when obtained, inſtead of placing us 
in a better ſituation, - would leave us in a worſe; 
and at the ſame time, would, in all probability, 
for ever preclude a ſecond great national effort. 
The fire and energy of the moment will be ſpent, 
and When cold experience! ſhall perceive the no- 
s BS — tthingneſs 


ws — - - — 
— — . FS <e>— Pn De, — — — — = 
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thingneſs—the worſe" than nothin gneſs, the per- 


nicious tendency of this mighty object of our hopes 
and deſires, we ſhall be overwhelmed with 


ſhame and confuſion; we ſhall begin to diſtruſt 
our ſagacity in purſuing the means of our hap- 


pineſs, and a languor and diffidence will ſuc- 


| ceed, and prevent our exerting ourſelves with 
zeal and vigour in ſome worthy cauſe, from a 


conſciouſneſs, that we diſplayed an idle and ri- 
diculous warmth in an unworthy one. Better, 


in my mind, 10 Reform, than a Reform for the 
worſe: Stirely were we to adopt in the groſs, 


the reſolutions which were conceived I know not 


where, and brought forth at the Lying in Hoſpi- 


tal, we ſhould not TO but ny 8 7 | 


tution. / 


2 rebiution) ondeins;t Fhet the She) 


is a reſolution which would put the county re 


turns entirely in the power of the Sheriff. By: 
giving him a power of appointing a number of 


s riff do appoint a deputy, to take the. poll in each 
«6 barony, on the ſame. day.” This, as I conceive, 


returning officers, for whoſe conduct he is not 


to be reſponſible, we give him an opportunity of 
appointing corrupt and ſervile infiruments of his 


own, to make the returns in the ſeveral baronies. 


— 


and at the ſame time of ſcreening himſelf from 


any imputation of partiality or miſconduct, 


being held in ſuch a ſuceinqt and tumultuary 


by ſhiſfting the blame on the returning officers : 
and theſe officers being ſo many, and the election 


— 


manner, they will play into each others hands, 


ſo as 10 render it almoſt impoſſible to ſubſtantiate a 


220 gail . 
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charge of criminal conduct againſt any one of 


them; and thereby win a general impunity. Thus 
the ſheriff becoming maſter of the county elections, 


and Government having the appointment * 


the ſheriff, the crown will be enabled to com 


| all the county elections in the kingdom! N 


Bor ſuppoſing this ſhould not be the ous ra 


we to ſacrifice the ſolemnity, the decency,” and 
dignity of elections, to the ſingle conſideration of 
diſpatch ?' Conſider the high ſheriffs of counties 
are generally men of rank; property, and con- 
ſequence, who have fair reputations to loſe,” and 
ample fortunes 10 tempt the informer, and ſuſf⸗ 


tain the penalties; whettas thoſe” barony” return- 


ing officers, who'are to be Judges ovet the fran- 
chiſes of their fellow citizens, and guardians" of # 


[oF 


the chaſtity of Parliament, wilt, in all pr 
ly, be mean and obſcure men, little ſupetior in 


dignity to 'petry cunſta bles; of Loufſe ill able te 5 


withſtand” the force of pecuniary corruption, or 


undue influence of any other ſpecies. en 17 
. any force on the human mind, I am ſure the pubs | 
manner in which county töne are held; at 
preſent, muſt have ſome effcacy to deter people 2 
from” committing the "horrid crime of perjury? | 


Ir the dread of 1775 can be 


Perjury,: in the face of crowds, on the great ſoene 
of a county election, as it is o/ held, would be 


an act fo public” and 'notorious;” that many would 
feat” to perpetrate it, ubo might be found leſs | 


ſerupulous within the narrow preeincts of a ba⸗ 


tony, N at an elecxion Pris ef wen almoſt do- 


G ene ee ee eee Yanaw?- 
| — Bur 


tte election were to go on at once in ſo 


As. 


Bur it is ſaid, he danger of detection would 
be greater in the latter caſe; I deny it poſitively. 
It is ſaid, at a barony election, a man would be 
among his neighbours, - who could judge of the 
juſtice of his claims. Ridiculous!—as if there did 
not perſons from each barony attend, on behalf of 
each candidate, at every county election, for the 
expreſs. purpoſe of aſcertaining voters; as if each 
_ of the candidates. were ſo ignorant, or or ſo negli- 
gent, as not to ſend agents into the reſpective 
barenies, for the expreſs purpoſe of making 
proper enquiries; or, as if he candidates did not 
2 all the votes in the county, and ; reduc 
the objections to ſuch as were douptful, * als 
phabetical order in his check book. 
Bu the grand objeQon, to ſuch a 1 in the 
mode of taking the. N is, that it would render 
county elections 7 tiſſue. of ignorance, irregularity 
and confuſion, In moſt counties there are eight 
or ten, in many fifteen. or twenty baronies, If 


different places, ham would the candidates de 
able to take thoſe; precautions, , which are ſo ne- > 
ceſſaxy. to the purity of elections? To provide 
in teach place of election proper check 

ers, and agents or Jawyers. to make ex 


fel, 10 adviſe. on all difficult points which may 
| occur reſpecting the right of franchiſe, or iber 

matters during the election, and the expeace,of 

he lawyers attendance is jointly, defrayed by ihe 
candidates; hut ſuppoſe twenty ,;baronies, ang 
twenty elections Ng on Parallel to each .gther, 
1 N 3 „ 


NM 


ecptions 2. The ſheriff. is uſually aſhfied by cu 5 
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it would ſcarcely: be poſfible 40 find lawyers to . 
attend them alli; or if poſſible; it would require 
the wealth of :Craſus to defray the expence of 
retaining them Many obſtruſe and difficult queſ- 
tions occντ . at county elections, on which then re- 
turning officer is called to decide: The propriety 
of admitting or rejecting ewidende, or ãts force 

and effet when admitted, joint tenancy, equita · 
ble freeholds, with many others; which T might 
ehumerate queſtions on which the very ſtrongeſt 
_underſtanding;” without the ad- of . profeſſional 
knowledge, will find itſelf unahle to decide pro. 


perly. See, then, What this reſolution, wogld ef- 


feet; to ſtcure: the chaſtity uf elections, it Would 
leave the determination of the right of franchiſe 

to ignorance or chance; by piecluding ad vide 
from caſes of doubt, and e from points 
of difficulty. llt ths 
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Tux next reſalutiof;propoſes.- to keſſore the oh 


9 Mine e the conſtitunon; by departing from 
the practice, and to revive the old uſage by a 
b new. fangied regulation. An falt this —— 
gives up the queſtion. Fhere äs hardly any one 
o groſsly ignorant of Engliſh! hiſtory; as not to 
know that the propoſed: plan of reform is wholly 
unlike an) thing which ever did exiſt in the Brin - 


_ conſtitution) nor will the- lawyer, organi- 


_ quarian find it an caſy taſæ to point out 
the principle of the Britiſh! conſtitution,” which 
requires either an equal ::repreſentation;!:; or 
ſuch a plan of reform in, repreſentation, às is 
no before us. A timid and unmanly ſpi- 
nit over-awed too many 28 ſat among us in 

Convention, 


ow, 


is nnanthorized—ſhalb- I ſay—is-treaſonabl 


L 40 


vention, and put us on this falle and unte- 
naibls-: ground. Ihe meeting at Duxc anno 
proceeded on better and more certain principles. 
If. we are to adhere ſtrictly to. the ancient con» 
ſtitution your meeting at Dungannon was unautho- 
rized, our convention at the Rotunda was unautho- 
rized, the ſuperintending controul which we claim, 
and- juſtly claim over the deliberations of parlia- 
ment, is unauthorized our meeting in arms with 
the profeſt intention to alter the lawys of the aa : 
But 
there is a ground hraad and general as the a 


air, fem as the marble," founded as the rich; and 


on is ground we ſtand; the right, the ſacred, 
unalienable 1 of the people to interfere with 
the public g a ligli not to be ſought or 
found in 65 ee rolls of parchment or muſty 
ſtatute books, but written by the expreſs hand of 
God, ori the human breaſt Too ſcrupulous an 


adherence to antient forms and principles, is un- 


worthy of our noble cauſe, unworthy of en- 
larged and liberal ſpirits, unworthy of the mighty 


minds of a Briſtol or a Flood. Too zealous a 
care to preſerve the ſorry reliques of an obſolete 
and thread bare conſtitution, which has ſubſiſted 
_ eight centuries, borne all the viciſſitudes o-f 
our political hemiſphere, and of courſe, ought 
now, like all ſuch; antiquated affairs, to be laid 


aſide as unfaſſiionable: ſo zealous a care for ſuch 


an object, is mean and cowardly; it is an attempt, 
as the Rev. Captain, an Ulſter Delegate ex - 
pan e . 85 new . 188 1 1 > 
110 255 ee eee 0: BILL but | 
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cy of two of the reſolutions of the Sub- committee, 
was obviouſly. to create the moſt, abſurd, inequaliiy 
of repreſentation; and at the ſame time, 40 con- 
tract the right of voting in a mager equally. arbi- 
trary and. unconſtitutional. . 
I SHALL now once more 8 un 1 | 
to the fifth reſolution of that committee, and ſhall _ 
requeſt. you. will compare it with the ſixth By 
this compariſon you will, perceive, that the Sub- i 
committee, not ſatisfied with producing reſolu- 
tions- inconſiſtent with every true principle of par- 
liamentary. reform, are allo reſolved to be at "a | 
ance. with themſelves. | . 
83 Even abſurdity will 1 of ales of. con- 
ſiſtency the parts of the. worſt contrived machine 
may hold a certain correſpondence with each 
other. The moſt wretched dauber of .canyaſs 8 
that ever burleſqued the . works of the creation, 
Mill aims at ſome reſemblance of the Object he 
would repreſent.— But the abſurdity of this moſt 
ſagacious Sub: committee, is of that ſort, which 8. 
| ſets all conſiſtency, even with itſelf, at defiance 
they, have not had the ſenſe to preſerve a cor- 


Cabo 5 Fs reſpondence, 


1 1 


reſpondence, even between the parts of their 
own abortive ſyſtem; which, as it appeats upon 
paper, bears not the ſmalleſt reſemblance to any 
plan that was ever deviſed by common ſenſe, or 
r by human underſtanding. 

Tux fifth reſolution ſtates, that . all mean de- 
i cayed, and depopulated cities, towns, boroughs, 
- 10 or manors, which have hitherto returned 
„Members to ſerve in Parliament, be enabled to 
* rettrn repreſentatives. agreeably to the principles 
M of the conſtitution, by an extenſion of franchiſe 
to the neighbouring 1 or Batönies, Fanal 

MY or pariſhes. SOFT bd, Sad] PEP Fo te TY 
Hat, therefore; ide Sab-oommmittee give us 

an aſſurance, that they do not mean to diminiſn 
the number of Members of Parliament; and 
though they may deem many towns and bo- 

to be ſo far decayed, as to be no longer 
worthy in their preſent ſtate, of returning re- 

preſentatives, yet aware of the e miſ- 

chief which muſt ariſe from any Acre in 
the numbers of the repreſentative body, they 
very prudently determine, that ſuch towns and 
"boroughs ſhall be entitled to return Members to 
ſerve in Parliament, when the right of elecung 
thoſe Members ſhall be extended to th 
bouting barony, ot” pariſn—1 #hall not nov 
dwell upon all the abſurdities with which this 
reſolution, though poſſibly well intended, is in 
other reſpecis moſt "obviouſly fraught.” # ave | 

already taken notice of them 5 mp laſt, anc for 
| the preſent ſhall ve the Sub-com itte full cre- 
dit fer te” TOO neſs of their intetition, *which | 
evidently 


creaſe, in proportion, as the ni 
of Parliament is diminiſhed But the Sub em- 
mittee appear fearful, leſt they ſhould; lie. under 
the imputation of having ated in a ſingle inſtanee 
4 with common prudence, common ſenſe, or, with 
| the We knowledge of that conſtitution, they 


quent happen), ſhall; ut return Memb s 10 
1 


1 1 


n appears to have been to prevent! any 
diminution of the repreſentative body. This er- 
tainly Was a wiſe and conſtitutional idea; for it Fx 
is an almoſt ſelf· evident propoſition, that the ope· 


ration of. the influence of the crown will en- 
unber of Members 


had undertaken to amend. For, after having 


5 given us an aſſurance in their fifth reſolution, 
that the number of Members of Parliament ſhall 
not be diminiſhed, and that decayed, towns. and 


boroughs ſha be enabled, upon A. ee 
On: to. return rene 1 the ery 


. 


ae Wich, in 122 e Os . fre- ; 


wn 45 ha 


ſerve in Park jiament. 61 1 107 4 1 
_ Tax 6th. . reſolution , ates, .. 
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| at whenever 


town, city, borough, br -manor, "hal not. für 


* niſh A, certain, number offelectors, vizatwo, hun 
4 dred for, the province of Liſe: e ee 


« for the provinces of Mupft er and Connaught, 
« and ſeventy for the. province o f.Leipſter.: 15 
then the ſaid town, city, barqugh, or, manor, 


. & ceaſe 445 7 turn, ae 70 NY Zinne PI, the f 
Lafqreſaid | 
Ven is bee 
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Vbich, according to the fifth reſolution, cities, : 
towns, and boroughs; that do not furniſh” a ſuffi- 
eient number of Electors, ſhall, notwithſtanding, 
be enabled to return Members to ſerve in Parlia- 
ment? What is become of the aſſurance given 


_ to us by that reſolution, that the numbers of tbe 


repreſentative body, ſhall not be diminiſhed? We | 


are now told that unleſs cities, towns, boroughs, N 


and manors, do furniſh a ſufficient number of 
Electors, that then ſuch city, town, borough, or 
manor, ſhall not return Repreſentatives, and con- 
ſequently that in many caſes the number of the 
reproſernative body mi be diminiſhed, © 
Was it poſſible, my countrymen, to have con- 


N * that any ſet of men would have had the i im 


pudence, after three anxious weeks of ſolemn deli- 
beration, thus to inſult your underſtandings, and 


mock your expectations, by producing a fcheme of 


reform, flatly contradicting itſelf; by pfoducing, 


in the fame breath, reſolutions giving the lie direct i 
to each other? But I beg pardon. of theſe unfor⸗ 
tunate men; I will readily acquit them of any 


deſgn to inſult your underſtandings,” for there 
certainly appears nothing like deſign from the be- 


ginning to the Kc: of their disjointed nonſenſical 7 
plan of reformation. "They have inſulted you as a 


child or | lunatic might offer an affront, that is, 
— knowing i it; and you muſt forgive them 
n the ſame principle you would | 8 the 
ild or the madman, by making a proper al low- F 


ai for the imbecility or lunacy of the parties. 


Ius r here obſetve that the inconſiſtency of the 
two ro relolntions nne was their great. 25 
| "Ele 


* 7 « 
\ 
$ . 
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eft ment, as it muſt have terved "Vo" sg one 
or both totally nugatory. In order, therefore, to 
give this ſapient Committee the full benefit of the 
apology, with which I have furniſhed them, I muſt, 
in pity to their conduct, expoſe their abſurdities, 
and ſhall for this purpoſe entreat your: attention, 
while I attempt to diſcover the meaning, and point 


out the operation N in 10 1 any): of theie | 
ſixth reſolution. . 


IAR already neun hi diredtly it / contra - 
b diets the reſolution, by which it is immediately 
preceded; let us in the next place examine how 
far it is conſiſtent with the principles of parliamen- 
tary reform. Theſe I conceive are, iſt. To ren- 
der the repreſentative body independent of tbe 
Crown, by eſtabliſhing that mode of election 
which will moſt probably tend to return aeg | 
dent men into Parliament. 7 
adl. y To render the n body 't indepen- 
db of the candidates, who ſhall offer their ſer- 
vices on an election, in order to prevent unde! _ 
fluence among the „ 5 A LINE 
2dly, To eſtabliſh a more equal gepredigt | 
of the people; that is, to inc reaſe the number of 7 
voters, and conſequently no man already poſſeſſed 
of a vote ſhould be disfranchiſed ; but on the con- 
trary the right of voting ſhonld: be extended as 
widely as'the nature of things will permit.” ws 
Lr us now try the Sub- committeeis FRY te: 
ſolution, by theſe; principles : In the'firſt Place, | 
the more-mymerous the repreſentative body is, tha 


Jes, will be the operation of the influence of the 
eee eee the mo 


re numerous the con- 
ſtituent 


nl - 5 
ſutuent body is, che 4% will be the operation of 


; ; 


the undue influence of candidates and, in the 


third place, the more equal the repreſentation of 88 
the people. is rendered; the more fairly and conſti- 
tutianally will that franchiſe be diſtributed among 
them, which forms the ground-work of wan Pele. 7 


tical liberty. 1 © 


Hence it follows, that the 5 of 3 | 


| of Parliament, if not incregſed, certainly ſhould not 
be diminiſhed ; that the number of electors, inſtead 
of being diminiſhed; ſhould be increaſed, as far as 


the nature of things will permit, and that in the 
mode of extending the right of voting, due atten- 
tion ſnould be had to render the diſtribution of this 


franchiſe as equal as poſſible, among the people.—. 
Now: i it happens unfortunately for the Sub- com- 


mittee, that their 6th, refolution does the very re- 


verſe of this: —it tends to diminiſo the number of 
Members of Parliament, to diminiſh: u number 


of voters, to create undue: influence among them, 
and to render the repreſentation of the wen as 
unequal as it was pollible:: for human 4 to: | 
make it! e {oc - 
Tunis 1 0 " Fra « That every city, aw 
6 ; borough, or manor, which hath hitherto return- 


E ed members to ſerve in Parliament, be deemed 


4 to be decayed, which did not contain on the 
« xoth of November -laſt, within its precincts, " 
number of electors, over and above: potwallop- 


4 pers, qualified to- vote according to this plang} 
ol not, leſs than-209)- hundred for the province of! 


« Ulſter, one hundred for the provinces of Mun- 


e fer and Connaught, A | the pro 


13907} 124 ; DE | 6 vince | 


n 
u 


„ 


e vince 1 Sins, and that 1 any city. | 


town, borough. or manor, ſhall ſo far fall into 


40 decay, as not to furniſh, the aforeſaid number 


4 reſpectixely, that then the faid city, town, bo- 


rough or manor do ceaſe 10 return repreſentatives, 5 
« till ſuch time as the aforeſaid number of. electors 5 


„ ſhall be ſupplied. 3 


| Hers, i in the firſt place, Perwang boroughs = 
are totally . excluded from ſending Members to 


Parliament. — This 1 is the firſt ſtroke at diminiſhing 


the numbers of the repreſentative body, and al | 


the number of electors. 
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IN the. next place, ifa 2 town ot or borough in he 


| province, of Ulſter ſhould happen to have, at the 


time of a general election, no more chan one bun- | 


dred and ninety- nine voters, or in the other pro- 
vinces no more than ninety- nine or ſixty-nine then 


ſuch voters are ipfo fatto disfranchiſed, and ſuch. 
towns are no longer enabled to {nd repreſentatives 5 


to Parliament. 


TuIs is the ſecond firoke at diminiſhing the. - 
numbers of the repreſemative body, as alſo the 


number of electors. | 
By the third reſolution, electors are to regiſter 


their qualification twelve months before an elec- 


tion. — Let us ſuppoſe, therefore, a very probable 
caſe—let us ſuppoſe that ſome of the yoters, in a 


town or borough in Ulſter, ſhould die during he 


: laſt year of a Parliament, ſo that their numbers 
1 are redyced. below two, hundred * in that caſe, it 
65 e ag that 9 town. or ande 


"LE „ 


eee | „„ | 73 


e 1 ; 


x 114 ed could not poſſibly have regiſtered: their 
qualifications, twelve months before an election 
that was to be held, within ſix or ſeven from the 
time of their becoming vaters: : and if one perſon. 
| out of the two hundred voters ſhould happen to 
die during the laſt year of a Parliament, the hun- 
dred and ninety-nine remaining electors, unheard, 
unaccuſed, unoffending, are to be disfranchiſed, 
nnd the town or borough is to remain unrepre- 
ſented. This is the wiſdom, this | is the Jofhce of 
the Sub- committee!!! 
Burr further, does not this e place ſuch 
town or borough in the hands of the perſon who 
has the power of creating frecholds in them 
Does it not procure to him an undue influence 
not only over the perſons, to whom he ſhall grant 
freeholds, but alſo over every other elector in 
ſuch town or borough. May he not ſay to the 
latter, © It reſts with me whether you ſhall be re- 
“ preſented at all.— It is in my power to keep your 
* town in a ſlate of disfranchiſement. —Vote as I 
direct you, or I will leave you deficient in the 
number that is neceſſary to entitle you to the 
s exerciſe of your right to return 1 2 to ſerve 
„in Parliament.“ 
Tus the nnen not content with redu- 
Ling the numbers of the repreſentative body not 
content with reducing the number of clectors, have 
reſolved, in their profound” w dom that eleQors 
in towns or boroughs, ſhall not be entitled to vote 
at all, unleſs they prevjouſly put themſelves i into 5 
the bands of the perſon of the beft landed proper 0 
| DA within the] preciniets of ſuch towns or boroughs. 
| | Sven 


GWE 


5 Sucn is ihe mode tis eee = 
deviſed; for preventing the operation of wndue:influ- 
[ence over the conſiituent body of thisthingr | 
dom. * 88 1 IF 709 e Anne: + i 1 * | PLAY "ak: | 
8 Now as o the laſt point to. he confidereds G | 


a more qual repreſentatien of ie people, I aged 8 


only remind you, my countrymen, that he mode 
by es this committee haye endeaveuręd 0 
eſtabliſn thiso equality, is to: declare that ſe vent) 
electors in a tomn or borough ſituated in the pro- 
vince of Leinſter, ſhallibe entitled to retum mem- 
| bers to ſerve in Parliament; £7 Abut, that one hunar 4 | 
and :ninety-niue electors who happen to ſivę in a2 
town or borough in the provincei of Ulſter, ſhall | 
not be entitled: to return repreſentatixes. | 
ſhall be themſelves disfranchiſed;. andi the plage of 
their reſidence ſhall remain r een 
"om nega USE 1 22but . An cui ' 
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7 wy eee e 10 land nt 
rick ert reti n tie A 
* TRY agree with you, 25 ie he gh 
.ring,inconfiteney. between. the ffn and fen fe. 
lutions of the > Syb-commitice.: but what. Moſt 
 .» Provokes,me,, is, that ail theſe. inconſiſtencies. and 
_abſurdities. ſhould ., be. fathered. on | the gend ole 
TOM conflitution ; and thay Kit prate 


E : of 


1 . 


of reſtoring the prinriples of 1 conſtitutian, when 
_ they are offering'anioutrage to'common_/en/e. Many 
zeople; I fancy, uſe the terms rconſtirution, and 


f the principles of the conſtitution, with as little cere- 


mond, and as little” meaning, as they take a 
name of God in vain in common converſation- 

© 'Mvsr take ſhame on myſelf, and frankly gun, 
_ that Thad'been all my life uſing the word conſtiſu- 
tion, as familiarly as if I had underſtood it; and 
yet it was but the other day it occurred to me, to 
aſk a friend of mine, a lawyer, what it meant? 
I had heard ſo many ſtrange plans offered to the 
worlds" under pretence of reforming the conſtitu- 
tion ; And ſo many oftrange and abſurd actions, 
by nes: defending it, that I 
imagined the conſtuution muſt be ſomething mar- 
vellous indeed, quite ſuperior to all rules of law, 
or goſpel either. Judge then of my ſurprize, when 
my friend aſſured me, that Cos TI TuTIoNY was 
nothing more than a certain union of laws and 
precepts, whether written or unwritten, and — 
neceflary 'conſequences reſulting from them, by 
which a particular .form of goyernment is eſtab- 
liſhed in the community,” and limited and reſtricted 
to particular exertions. An act is ſaid to be confti- 
tunonal or unconſtitutional, when it is agreeable to 
theſe fundamental _ maxims, and. their neceſſary 
conſequences, or the conttary: "Principles of The. 
 conflitution are thoſe grand maxims which give the 
government its peculiar form and fig gure; and 
cCharacteriſfic features; and from Wiecher With a 
ſpirit of neceiry” conſiſtency, "al the other” rules 
. reſult. 13 N n 1 


i 
— 
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. inſtance, by the Engliſh confiititlinh this 
are three orders of the ſtate; and each of theſe or- 
ders has certain powers and privileges diftin&, _ 
unalienable, and inviolable the King, his prero- 
gative— the v0. Houſes 'of Parliament,” their privi- 
leges—and every man in the ſtate, certain legal 
rights and powers. When any of the conſtituent 
orders of the ſtate exceeds its allotted powers, or 
invades the powers of another order, then it acts 
 unconflitutionally,” by force of the definition laid 
down in the preceding lines. On the other hand, 
it acts conſtitutionally when the particular exertion 
or interference is either agreeable to the known 
rules and maxims of the legiſlature, or, in a caſe 
new and unprovided for, conſiſtent with their gene- 
ral ſpirit, and authoriſed "ye e e er 
from them. 571 
To ſhew that We oil not to pledge busen \ 
_ raſhly for a conſtitutional conduct in the great 
Work before us, or preſerve an implicit reverence 
for the nume, when we mean to demoliſh the Jub- 
 Fflaxce; I find, for inſtance, that bot King and 
'Parliament have certain conſtitutional powers, 
holy inconſiſtent with our ſchemes of refortnia- 
tion. My friend, the lawyer, informed me, and 
I was much ſurpriſed to hear it, that the King of 
England or Ireland; has, by the conſtitution of 
theſe kingdoms, a power of incorporating any ſet 
of men, andiinveſting them with the tight of elect- 
ing members to repreſent them in parliament.” He 
aſſured me, that this doctrine is laid down in Lord . 
Coke, in the caſe of the borough of Dungannon. — 
bi Hobart, by Whitelocke, in PR een on 
e e eee 79nd 35 Fn 
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he e alben Wirt and n my 1 . 
mond, in the famous caſe of Aſhby and White, 
in the ſecond volume of his Reports. C Haries 
che Second, having newly incorporated the borough 
of Newark, this queſtion was ſolemnly debated in 
the Houſe ef Commons of England, on the peti⸗ 
ion of a Mr. Saville, and determined in favour-of - 
the prerogative. In Ireland, the Univerſity of 
Dublin, and the borough of Newcaftle, near L- 
ona, were firſt empowered by James the firſt, io 
return members to ſerve in parliament. The 
four horougbs of Liſburne, Hillſborough, Lanef- 
boxough, and Baltinglas, were NEWLY: CREATED, | 
| and*F1Rs'T RETURNED REPRESENTATIVES in the 
-:- E or CHWRLES\ THE SECOND ; and I believe, | 
| nearly about the ſame time, or a very little previ- 
ous to it, the boroughs of Bannow and Clonmines 
alſo, Such was the conſtitutional preregative f 
Ahe King; if he has ceaſed to poſſeſs it, I believe 
1 nobody can point out the time when, or the means 
tby. which this important change happened. In 
= England it ſeems to have been extinguiſhed hy the - 
| unien; but nothing of that ET on to 
put an end to it here. T or *- 
Bor io return to the Sub oomm zt e—thejr 
Yixth reſolution ordains, That ever y:eity, town, : 
es, ſhall be deemed. to be decayed, whigh-doth 
not now contain within its preſent precincts, a ; 
number of electors, over and eee aj 
pers, &c. not leſs than two hundred for the pro- 
e vince of -Uliter, one hundred for the-provinces'of 
7 Munſter and Connaught, andrſeventy for the 
province of 3 cc. „In other words, 
| | Reſolved, 


- 


LS 1 


| Reſolved, « © That ſeventy Leinſter men are equi- f 
9M valent to one hundred Munſter or Connaught 
mem, or- two hundred Ulſter men: that is to 
ſay, in arithmetical ſtrictneſs, a LEINSTEH MAN, 
is to a MoxsrER, or ConnAUGHT MAN, nearly 
as one and 'nine-twentieths to unit; and to an Ut- 
srER MAN, nearly as wo a nine-tenths to unt. 
By what rules of calculation, or principles of po» 
litical algebra, this proportion was inveſtigated, _ 
know not ; but it is highly unfavourable to the peo- 
ple of your native province. One would have natural 
ly ſuppoſed, the balance of i integrity; and importance 
to have lain on the oppoſite fide; and that the 
ſmaller number of Ulſter, Connaught, or even 
Munſter men, might have been fafely, entruſted 
with the faded depoſit of repreſentation., In Mun- : 
ſter and Connaught dwell the true Mileſtan P 
geny (of whom 1 am), no upſtart Engliſh invaders, 
but the genuine natives of Ireland. As, to Ulſter, 
though its inhabitants cannot pretend to ſo honoura- 
| ble an origin, they may boaſt ſomething more 
_ valuable—Uliter gave birth to the VoauunTEER 
:  ConvenTion—Ulſter propoſed. to impart unli- 
mited toleration—Ulſter is the very ſource of mo- 
tion, the punctum ſabens of reformation.—In Ulſter, " MN 
we early ſaw the bright example of a county a- 
pointing a Congreſs to manage a free repteſenta- 
_ tion, and applotting taxes on itſelf, to pay wages 
0 ſhe man of their choice, —ls not the patriotic 
| borough, of Liſburne ſituate in Ulſter? And as to 
Munſter: and Connaught, . look. at the reſolutions | 
and addreſſes of their Volunteer corps, particu- 
lp the addreſs of the e et | 
| . 


4. 54 1 
Mr, Sd. and; ſow if you can. find ang rea · 
ſon for ſuch an eee and umilieting diſ- 
unction. R 72 
.. One would. wall. . Pas So think, that 
the reſolution in queſtion, was introduced. by ſome 
_ difeuiſed enemy of the OOO CAUSE, to turn the 
proceedings. of the Convention into ridicule, — 
What, is not the grievance of which we complain, 
unequal repreſentation? And are we to eſtabliſh a 
more unequal repreſentation by law, and make 
| that Alematic, which before was accidental only, 
5 in order to correct that e which we Fl 


„ 


friend of e "whatever may. be done or 
eſtabliſhed in the preſent or future precintts of bo- 
| roughs, ſuch nonſenſe as this ought to be confined 
to the precincts of Bedlam. Indeed, you cannot 
imagine, how much this reſolution ſhocked the 
Sober ſenſe. and mature underſtanding of my Lord 
Briſtol ; Mr. Hacket too was an enemy to it; but 
the mighty authority of Mr. Flood, who is a Lein- 
ſter man, and has ſome ſort of claim to a Leinfter 
borough, ſwept away all oppoſition. 
Tune are two means of ſecuring the freedom 
and purity « of elections, by encreaſing the number, 
or the property of thoſe who are to return repre- 
ſentatives, ſo that the electors may be either ſo 
numerous, or ſo affluent in their circumſtances, 
that the candidates ſhall find it difficult to corrupt 
or over-awe them. Now, the reſolution before us, 
profeſſes to maintain the purity of election, by the 
former made inere aun g the number of conſti- 
1 „ tuents, 


L 4s 1 


ruents, and would: conſequently, one auen Gut 


poſe, pitch on a number of electors ſo large as to 
be ſufficient to anſwer this deſirable end. And this 


number one would ſuppoſe to be an abſolute num c 
ber, not different in different counties; for with 


equal propriety, we might eſtabliſn a different 
landed qualification for voters in different coun- 
ties the ſame object, the purity of elections, 
being the pole ſtar, by which we are to be guided, 
both in aſcertaining the number of the collective 


body, Who are to returu, or the landed property 


4 


of the individual who is to vote; and there is no 


good reaſon, why, the one ſhould, vary in different 
provinces, any more than the · other, One would 


ſuppoſe that this number might be tolerably well 


aſcertained, by « comparing the number of the ge- 


9 preſentative body. with. the average number of conſti- 
tuents in the kingdom, and endeavouring to regu- 
late matters ſo, that every in dividual conſtituent 
ſhould, as nearly. as poſſible, ; have, an, equal ſhare 

in returning the repreſe entative body; or if We 
ſuppoſe property and not polls to be repreſented, | 
that the ſame ſame quantity of proper ty ſhould every 


where return, as nearly as poſſible, the ſame pro- 
dase of the . Paths B ts it 


r 


7 piece of 1 HE to one part 7 the 9 and | 


a falſe and groundleſs libel. on the | Te aining 


three; where, by requiring a Sreater number 3 


5 n to maintain the purity of elections, we 
neceſſarily 


| [56 1 : 
rily ma re a greater facility of 'cor- 


ruption. PAT 
Tus beit in abr 45 Leinſter is the 
more ann as the great miſchief of an 
; unecqusl repreſentation is thers'moft flragrantly 


"predominant ; the borouglis being both more nu- 
mierous in a very groſs difpropertion; and in ge- 
nerat more nörietſly decayed and depopulated 
ih that province. Beſides, Lainſter returns vaſtly 
more than its due proportion of the repreſentatives 
of we kingdom; 10” thar it is 'bighly unfair 
10 make ativexception in favour of à province, 
Which has ately" hee iniyitable' advan- | 
Lettern contain ans ity bob en beben 
th mdf members 7 it is divided into ns leſs than 
twelve counties; Wich return tVehty-four knights 
"of: the ſhire, Ind the Cities of Düblin, Drogheda, 
And Kilkenny return fix more, in all 15 HUNDRED | 
AND THIRTY, out of TREE HUNDRED, the 
"whole number of the” repreſentative body: ſo that 
Lelhſter, which is only about a FourTH or Tus 
'KINGD but; whether we confider its extent, or its 
Populgtſön, tetütns MORE THAN FOUR TENTHS, ' 
and vety near ob AUR of the clective part of 
Sul kegiflätüre-—Wile Ulſter, the moſt valuable 
| bf + the Kingdom, for babits of induſtry and 
public Piri pirit, and which excceds Leiniter in the 
"iter ber of its 1 inhabitants, returns only 2 
en members td partiameht'; nathely = 
i ae boroughs, fly re repre Watived, * 00 Fir 
i mine, 7 counties 3c ito, hich "i 1 . eighteen | 
e ts "Hs 
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0 bun the e ſubject of my Jaft N N : 
ſtter, which greatly exceeds Leinſter, 1 in the num 
ber of acres and fertility of its ſoil, and nearl7 
equals it in the number of its inhabitants, returns - 
only fxty four members to parliament, namely, Forty. 
fix from twenty-three boroughs, 7welve from fix 
counties, into which it is divided, and fx from three 
towns, Waterford, Corke, and Limerick; not 
one half” the number returned "IP Leinſter. 


* age v were *thy apt of gin Soon wellths: 
hold) to be the meaſure of repreſentation, the four provinces 
of Ireland ought: nearly to return the ſame; number of re- 
preſentatives, as will appear from the et ſtate of che 
landed property contained J 

Neo. of plantation acres in Us ren, — 2,336, . 
85 | Munsren, — 3 © - 
'''Connavent; 2279186 
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i 5 Connaught, in extent, is nearly equal to Geher; 


and contains ſomewhat lefs than half its number of 


inhabitants, but returns not one quarter of the num- 
| ber of repreſentatives returned by Leinſter, ſend- 
ing only /wenty-eight members to parliament, eigh- 
teen from the nine boroughs, which are all it con- 
tains, and ten knights from the five ſhires into which 
it is divided. The only meaſures of repreſentation, 
which can be applied in practice, are, landed 
Property —tſie number of proteſtant freeholders—or, 
tie number of inhabitants in general: according to 
the firſt meaſure, the four provinces ought to return 
very nearly the ſame number each; according to 
the ſecond meaſure, and agreeably to the ancient 
Principles of the conſtitution, Ulſter ought to re- 
turn a much greater proportion of the repreſenta- 
tive, body than Leinſter: according to the third 
meaſure, and on my favourite principle of equal 
repreſentation, Ulſter ought to return a few 
more repreſentatives than Leinſter; the repte- 
ſentation of Leinſter ought to cheved that of 
Munſter, in a ſmall proportion, and Connaught 
ought to return about half the number of the laſt ; 
fo that, we ſee, according to any ſtandard, or 
on any principle of repreſentation, Leinſter has 


obtained a very inequitable ſuperiority, over. the | 


other provinces, and indeed acquired a Benjamins 
portion of the repreſentation and ſhall we, inſtead 

of reducing this inequality, and eſtabliſhing ſome- 

what like a balance of power in the different pro- 


vinces, render inequality more unequal, partiality 


more partial, by conferring ſuch an unequitable 
 afvantage. on the boroughs in Leinſter ? 
"Bur it will be faid, that the numerous boroughs ” 
in 
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in Leinſter, are either wholly depopulated, A 


the towns ſo ſmall. and inconſiderable, that if v 
were to fit the number requiſite for exemption 
from the terms decayed and depopulated, ſo high _ 
as tuo hundred, or even one hundred, exclufive of 

potwalloppers for the province of Leinſter, We 

ſhould not leave a town in the province, (Dublin, 
Drogheda, and Kilkenny excepted) which would 
not fall within that deſcription—this may be a 
good reaſon why all thoſe minor | boroughs ſhould 
be disfranchiſed ; but it is no good reaſon why 
they .ſhould be retained, and a particular exemp- 
tion made in their favour, and a particular vie- 
lation of the principle of reform, and outrage on 
_ conſiſtency, in order to preſerve them. If a total 
ſuppreſſion of them ſeemed to be too bold a ſtep, 
the proper manner of treating theſe petty com- 
munities, would have been to have thrown a com- 
petent number of them into onegiftrit, and made 
them contributary, f 5 as ſeveral. Welſh boroughs 
are, to the return of Members; while the repre- 
ſentatives, which would by this means have been 
taken from Leinſter, might have been transferred 
in addition to the moſt populous counties in thoſe 
provinces, which, at preſent, return leſs than 
their ſhare of the repreſentative body: and ſome- 


WS. 
* 
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thing like this would have been done, had we all 
been animated with a warm and honeſt zeal, for 
| "the great work in hand. In fact, the regulation 


before us was a puſillanimoüs ſubmiſſion. to that 


47. ENG $94 4 
F For inſtance, Cardigan, Aberyſtwith, Lampeter, and 
Aͤtpan, returning one Burgeſs. In Scotland alſo there are ſe- 
veral contributary diſtricts. e : | 
| Ds very 
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very weight of 8 influence, which we pro- 
feſſed, but vainly profeſſed, to reſtrain. We 
| complimented away the principle of our reform, to 
the numerous proprietors of the Leinſter boroughs, 
&c. either through weakneſs or treachery ; ſacri- 
ficed the whole ſubſtance of our ſcheme, and, at 
me ſame time, run into the groſſeſt inconſiſtency, 
in order to obtain a deluſive mockery—an airy 
fleeting pageant of an hour, an idle ſhadow of 
parliamentary reform! _ 

Ir is now high time to advert to the latter part | 


F of" the fifth reſolution, which would extend the 
right of voting in boroughs To THE NEIGHBOUR- | 


ING BARONY OR BARONIES, PARISH OR PA- 
 kisHes,. This regulation lies open to various ob- 
jechions in the firſt place, it is conveyed in terms 
vague and indeciſive, and leaves the propoſed re- 
medy indeterminate, unſettled and open to caprice 
and paitiality; ſo that this reſolution muſt at all 
events, be productive of inexplicable confuſion and 
perplexity: and in the ſecond place, it is more 

than probable, that it would open a door to jobs 
af a moſt corrupt and baneful nature, to the moſt 
rank and crying inequality of mequitable repreſen- 
tation.—This reſolution leaving it doubtful, whe- 
ther the right. of franchiſe ſhall | be extended to one, 
ro, or more baronies adjoining to the decayed 
| borough, or confined to a fingle pariſh, at the arbj- 
. trary diſcretion of parliament, not only tempts, but 
invites and ſolicits an aſſembly, which the reſdlu- 
ions themſelves ſuppoſe to be corrupt, by ſuppo- 
ſing a Reform neceſſary, to =o. with the Figs: * 

| their, fellow. cit . WT 
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a this reſolution to be adopted, "the* con- 
ſequence. would be, that, according as the pro- 
prietor or proprietors of a particular barony, 
where there are many adjacent to the borough, or 
of one particular parith, where the whole borough 
happens to lie in one bann happen to have 

intereſt. in Parliament, the right of ſuffrage would 
be imparted to this or that particular diſtrict, in 
order to gratify the favourite of .the. Houſe: win 
an abſolute dominion Over the return Harliament 
would then exhibit. the ſhocking ſpectaele of an 
illegal canvaſs within the walls of the ſenate, car- 
ried on by unconqditutional candidates for perpetual 
Lyramy over thoſe communities which return majo- 
rity of the Houſe f Commons. But thirdly; ſuppo- 
ſing, what would be too much to ſuppoſe even in 
the moſt virtuous ages of Parliament, that the 
Houſe of Commons ſhould be free from all undue 
bias, whether through the influence of the Crown, 
the rage of, party, ibe prejudices of religion, or the 
5 force of private friendſhips ;.copſider- the iaſupe- 
5 able difficulties which they muſt encounter, mould 
they attempt to carry this reſolution into effect, 
what endleſs volumes of.,chatters, deeds, and xe- 
cords, will be laid before them, what amighty 
mais of evidence to labour through, what an infi- , 
nite. multitude of jarring, preteniions. valine, . 
with the very beſt intentions in Furliamant towards 
the plan of Reform, and the utmoſt integrity, com- 
bined with unwearied application to buſineſs, the 
age of a man would be too ſhort, to carry this 
Part of it into execution. But for, ſuppoſing | 
| all 


3 62 7 

all theſe e to be Fe the change 

5 1 0 to be effected by this reſolution would, 
at beſt, prove inefficacious, it would only change 

the mode and inſtruments of borough influence, it 


would only cut and ſhuffle the cards, and deal the 


' trumps into other hands: the fortunate. Aiſtrict 
Which would be thus highly © favoured” with a 


double right of repreſentation, would be gene- 
rally found to be the property of one or two in- 
dividuals; at leaſt, if it were not ſo at firſt; one 
or two ambitious perſons would find means to get 
the whole into their hands; and you may be ſure 
4 that the proprietors of land ſo advantageouſly-cir- 
cumſtanced, would take care to avail themſelves 
fully of their ſituation, and ſtock their demeſnes 
with a ſufficient number of ſubſervient voters, by 
carrying out freeholds As an influence in a cor- 
5 Poration is now maintained and extended by 
creating burgeſſes and freemen, the landlord of 
the auxiliary pariſh or barony, who, as you juſtly 
obſerve; would always be able to render himſelf 15 
ſupreme arbitror of the return for the adjoining 
or aggregate borough, would take care to fortify f 
his power, by creating forty Joilling freeholders. In 
fact, the borough elections, inſtead of being made 
by decent and reſpeCtable corporators, would then 
be made by a profligate and beggaily rabble of 
occaſional freeholders, who would pour lite a de- 
juge on the corporate towns, and bear down be- 
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1 e the-ſixth refobinin; the cs © 


boroughs are required to contain, within their 
precin&s; the appointed number of electors, ovER 


AND ABO VE POTW-ALLOPPERS, to exempt them 


from the deſcription of decayed and depopulated; 


ſo that porzwallopping boroughs are wholly: disfran- : 


chiſed, by implication; from this Reſolution. The 
cry and prejudice againſt boroughs of this claſs 


are pretty general, and the name Potwalloppmng, i is 
barbarous to be ſure, and ſounds ill. I am much 


inclined to be of Triſtram Shandy's opinion, wing 


reſpect to names, and to think that an ill-found- 


ing name is apt to bring the perſon or thing that 
bears it, into diſtepute Call a man Judas, and 
you will be apt to think him a raſcal; call a ſet of 


clectors por walloppers, and you will be apt to think 


_ that they ought to be digrancſuſed; but call the 
man Cæſar, and the electors Proteſtant inhabitants, 
and the caſe- will be quite altered. In ſober ear- 
2 neſt, proteſtant houſbolders; are a claſs of men, in 


„ 


2 every reſpect entitled to return repreſentatives; 


they have a ſufficient ſtake in the community; the 


maſter of a houſe, the father of a family, mult have 


one; our antient conſtitution thought ſo, the law 
of the: land thinks ſo; they are a claſs of men of 
as much weight, ſignificance, virtue' and indepen- 
_ dence, at the leaſt, as forty Jpilling freeholders, 
whom. the Plan of Reform protects in the poſſeſſi- 
on of their franchiſe.” To disfranchiſe Proteſtant 
houſholders is contrary to the principles of. the 
Plan of Reform the Plan of Reform propoſes to 


| AIX TEND: THE RIGHT OF FRANCHISE, It is con- 
e to the ſentimens of TO moſt illuſtrious pa- 


en 


«0 


triots and Sierre of the conſtitutional rn in 
England, — the Duke of Richmond, Doctor Price, 
Kc. &c. They, far from rendering ſuch a reſpecta- 
ble claſs of men as the Proteſtant houſholders in 
towns, aliens and flawes in their” own» country, by 
ſubjecting them to be governed by laws to which 
they will not have aſſented either by themſelves or 
their repraſentatives, would impart the ſacred right 
f ſuffrage to every man of the community, 
who is not a pauper or a malefactor. This Reſo 


lution is, in the laſt place, contrary: alſo to höe 1 


| Policy of a rifing people, which ought. to encourage 
Population, and invite ſettlers, hy .cxtcndiog large 


privileges to the inhabitants of towns; whereas, 
this Reſolution, by firipping the Proteſlant inha- 
bhitants of rights which they have long . 
would tend to diſcourage population. — 
Tux cannot be a more capital or een 
defect in a law, than its heing conceived in terms 
ambiguous or ahſcure. Now, what is the meaning 
. of theſe words in the ſixth Refolution—qvya LiiBD 
TO VOTE ACCORDING|,TO THIS, PLAN? The 


only qualifications mentioned in this plan, are 
frecholds and leaſeholds of a particular r 
tion, duly regiſtered, twelve months before the 
teſt of a writ. Do the words, above quoted, mean 
that the ro hundred, one fiundred or ſeventy vo- 
ers in queſtion, muſt poſſeſs ſuch a qualification, 
_ whereby, not only pot walloppers but Freemen, wWhe- 
ker by bind, ſervice, or ;adaiſſion by he cor- 


| poration, will: be excluded as -<yphers, of no 
account or avail to preſerve the town to which 


aber. * from the charge c of decay and depapu- 


lation ? 


% ts 


£6) 


1380 ? Or does. it mean only, to revert to the 
firſt and ſecond Reſolutions, and inaccuratelx 
and darkly inform us, that thoſe electors mut 
be refidents, as preſcribed” by the latter which 
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T. 0 ks 155 PER of my peice 17 
ter—If we are to underſtand, that the plan of 
reform, before us, requires in every borough 


not decayed or depopulated, th hundred, one 
hundred,” or ſeventy eleclors, as the caſe may be, 


over and above freemen and Proteſtant inhabitants, 


it will follow, as a conſequence, that many large 
and independent communities may, eventually be 
disfranchiſed, or reduced to a ſituation yet more 


prejudicial to the purity of repreſentation, of being ; 


| SUPPOSE a borough ir in Ulſter ſhould contain but : 


a hundred and ninety-nine electors, qualified to vote 


according to the ſenſe of the plan, ninety- nine in 
_. Munſter and Connaught, or fixty-nine in Leinſter, 


and Jo ee or even a Ke other inha- 
e © bitants, | 


> 


7 disfranchiſed, or not, at the arbitrary. will of two 5 
or three perſons. 


14.4 1 


7 al badag valuable i leeds under leaſen 5 
for twenty years; ſuch. boroughs would be bis- 
FRANCHISED: while others, containing bately w-, 
_ Hundred, one hundred; or ſeventy forty-ſbilling free- 
| holders, and not 4 fingle inhabitant beſide, would 
RETURN, REPRESENTATIVES. Suppoſe a defi- 
"ciency of only one in the number of electors qua- 
lified according to this plan, and any number you 
pleaſe of other inhabitants, haying each holdings 
of ten pounds yearly value above their rent and 
other Charges, and nine years. yet to come of a 
term, which was, at its l creation, thirty- 
one years ;—are all the inhabitants of this latter 
deſcription to be disfranchiſed? Vet, ſurely, 
ten pounds per annum for nine years certain is a 
2 valuable intereſt than a meagre forty- ſhil- 
for a declining life. Suppoſe a borough | 
8 leſs than the. requiſite number of free 
Re” or perha ps no freeholders, . but f ue hun- 
Ared other inſabitants, who have all yaluable in- 
lereſts, worth at leaſt ten pounds yearly, under 
demiſes which were originally | for thirty-one years; 
and ſu uppoſe thoſe terms regiſtered duly, and that 
ile e Feb year in each of them ends wo 
months before. an election; ; are all thoſe people to 
be disfranchiſed at that election, and every other 
which. may happen for the nine years and ten 
montis following? In. this caſe ere would be | 
a peculiar, miſchief, | as well as hardſhip ;. for it 


is plain, that the borough could not return any _ | 


members whatſoever during nine years, eleven 

mount h and twenty-nine days; for having been 

out of the deſeri Rc of I and . 
at 


. * 
4 e of the plan Fe 4 10 


mM, no plo- oY 


viſion would have been made, for admitting the _ = 


neighbouring barony" or baronies, pariſh of pariſhes, 


to a participation of franchiſe; and thus, inſtead -. 


5 of encreaſing the number of the Houſe of Com- 


mons, which, as you, I think, have already ob- 8 


ſerved, ought to be one object in a plan of Parlia- 
mentary reform, this reſolution might happen to 
_ diminiſhir vatily, by preventing ſeveral boroughs 5 
5 from returning any Members. j 
Fas projectors of the plan of reform ſeem en- 
5 tirely to have loſt ſight | of the original object | 
chalked out to them at the Dungannon meeting: 
an object ſeemingly... very obvious and ſimple—10 5 
extend the right of franchiſe as widely as poſſible... 
In their reſolutions, reſpecting boroughs, they 
ſeem to have wandered from their purpoſe, and 
| from this object, in a moſt extraordinary degree. 
The grievance, of which we. complained. in bo- 
roughs, was, that the. power of returning repreſen- 


tatives was confined to 4 very Jmall number; ſo that 5 


there were, obviouſly, two remedies to be ap- 


plied; either to disfranchiſe the ſmaller borou <4 7 


| entirely, and transfer” the right of eleftion to the 


counties at large, or to lay the boraugh. open to ſuch 5 85 


a conſiderable number of electors, as might giye. 
us a fair chance of an independent return: The 3s 
plan of reform does neither the one nor the other; in- 

| deed, it is perfectly inconſiſtent and ridiculous in. 


theory, and, I am ſure, would be found impol- 


| fible to be reduced to practice. It retains the bo- 
rough, ſmall and great, yet violates their chartered 6 
rights; it Wals the N of e yet 


* 
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does not correct the vice in their conflitution ; z It 
admits new deſcriptions of voters, yet does not 
| enlarge the number of electors. 
., Ir we ſuppoſe the words qualified 1 to 
this plan, to mean only, that the elector ſhall be 
refident ; this regulation is contrary both to the 
letter and declared ſpirit of the act of the twenty- 
firſt of George the ſecond, diſpenſing with reſidence , 
and yet, this act is not required to be repealed by 
any part of the Plan of Reform; and indeed, for a 
good reaſon, moſt of us were ignorant of the ex- 
iſtence of ſuch an act. This regulation is wholly 
incompatible with the antient rights of the ſeveral 
guilds or corporations of artiſans and tradeſmen ;, it 
Would virtually frip them entirely of their beſt pri. 
. vilege—a ſhare of the repreſentation of the land: 
and this, without any diſtinction between honorary 
 freemen and thoſe who may attain their franchiſe 
by birth or ſervice ;' all that moſt numerous and 
reſpectable part of the community, the freemen of 
the different cuil os, a body of men, who in this 
capital have ever diſtinguiſhed themſelves, by a 
| liberal and anlepieGdent ſpirit; all theſe, I fay, 


_ ar; to be DISFRANCHISED AT A BLOW, or ren- 
1 dered PRISONERS AT LARGE IN THEIR NA- 


 Tive ciriks. 1 would conjure the freemen of 
the different G6vILps ix THIS cAPIT AL, the ſub- 
]ject is ſerious and deſerves their attention) I would 
- conjure | them, to obſerve _ what chains Tome, 
of their good friends in Convention at the Rotunda! 
were pleaſed to forge for them! After requir- 
- reſidence, the ſecond Reſolution proceeds, 
| No . &c. ſhall be Sk. a reſident unleſs 
FA "0 


1 6g. : ” 
1 "ſoall aftually have refided in ſaid county, 7 


town, borough, or manor FOR SIX MONTHS AT 
THE LEAST in the twelve months previous 10 the 
teft 770 the writ, and unleſs the ſaid county, city, Sc. 
ball have been the uſual place of his ręſidence. This, 
ſurely is a piece of wanton and unaccountable 
tyranny 3 it is contrary to. good policy, which, 
_ Inſtead of oppreſſi ng tradeſmen, and manufaurcrs, 8 
ever delights to encourage them, by privileges and 

immunities; and, were it to be adopted by the le- 
giſlature, might produce very fatal conſequences; 
for the manufacturers of this great and populous 


city are very tenacious of their rights, and 1 
to reſent even the | ſhadow of infringement M 
them, with all the keen ſenſibility which is natu- 
ral to honeſt minds. Had Parliament ventured to 


paſs a law which would have wounded them ſo 
- materially, no mar could laue e for” the | 
conſequences. _ 75 
As for permitting leaſcholll 
7 Years, having ten years unexpired 10 vote; I think, 
the reſolution for that purpoſe does either % 
little, or too much. I, for my part, am of opinion : 
| ith the Duke of Richmond, that every man, 
who is not a burthen or a diſgrace” to the commu- 


ers. "wt ahi By 


"nity, ought to have a ſuffrage in chooſing” the le- : ! 


giſlature of it; and if ſo, the reſolution before us 


dbes too little.” If on the other hand, we are to | 5 


make Pr operty the object of repreſentation, it does 


too much; the admitting of chattel intereſts, (at 5 : 


| leaſt of ſo ſhort a term) as a qualification, Will 


open a wide door for the admiſſion of fraudulent . : 3 | 


and N EW: alſo "a for years being 


8 ; ; | = | 


UE 


ſuſceptible of a more eaſy transfer, and * liable | 
to be fold under executions, it will prove difficult 


to aſcertain their ſeveral "tranſitions, and preſerve 


them in their changes from hand to hand, down 


to the true owner from the firſt in whoſe name 
they may have been regiſtered. Were chattel qua- 


lifications to be introduced, it would be eaſy to 
create occafional voters, and [cure an irreſiſtible 
and unqueſtionable undue influence over them, 
by a very ſimple and obvious contrivance, againſt 
which the legiſlature could not poſſibl y guard. —The 

ator would have nothing more to do, than 


| to take a bond from the grantee, for the full value 


of the term granted, on which he would immedi- 
ately enter judgment ; and if at any time the grantee 
" ſhould ſeem diſpoſed to queſtion. the guiding au- 
- thority of the grantor, the qualification might be 


ſold under an execution. Now, there is no device 

ſo neat or ſo ſimple, to be had in the caſe of free- | 
| beide I have another objection to make to chatte! 
' quahfications—that a ſpecies of property, which the 
"Pla of Reform ſuppoſes ought in ſome circumſtances | 
to be repreſented, will remain for nine years and 


three hundred and foxay-four days unrepreſented. If 
a term of ten years deſerves to be repreſented, why 
not a term only three, four, or five days leſs? Why 
not a term of nine, eight, or ſeven years? 
Tux certainty of the termination muſt, I think, 
be a very weighty objection to ſhort chattel inte- 
reſts. Is a term of only ten gears unexpired, clear 
of this objeftion.? The expiration of a life eſtate | 
1 — ng Drs: the freeholder is not ſo anxious 
chan in hs prop , 1s 


—_——z 


es 


: and of courſe will be 8 as remote: a 
_ otherwiſe the holder of a term for ten or. twelve 
Fears. The change of ſituation will eternally haunt 


his imagination; he can calculate tea moment, and 


wWoill anticipate the period, when it will be in the 
power of his landlord to turn him out of his habi- 
tation, and to ſink him at once from a ſtate I 


comfort and independence, to beggary. and con- 


tempt; he will reflect too, that all the conſequence 
which is derived from poſſeſſing a franchiſe, and 
being part of the conſtituent body, muſt expire in 
a very few months; and theſe conſiderations w 
moſt ' powerfull diſpoſe him 19 pat, with *.. 


r 


ſolute diſpoſal of his fate, to ruin or 1 him. 
When a term for years is within ten years pf its 
determination, the landlord, to maintain his u- : 
ence, will renew from year to year only... thus 
while a vote is continued, the exerciſe of it will be 
_ poiſoned in its ſouree, and the tenantry will be 
kept always expectant, always ſubſervient. It is 
do be apprehended alſo, that a great number of 
ftadulent votes will be created by a device, Which 
it will be very difficult to detect leaſes for. 1 $0} 
years to come will be granted, and by antedating . 
made to appear. the unexpired reſidue of a term 
of thirty-one years; and theſe votes, occaſional in 
their firſt creation, will be renewed only from 
year to ear. 

I nave one objection x more tooffer to this Plan 
of Reform before us, and then, perhaps, I ſhall cloſe _ 
my remarks. It does not make any. proviſion for 

the admiſhon o the confidential fervants of the 
Ce Crown. | 


[ 
| ; . 

| 

| 


- Chicas nn e the Seeritary of the | 
Chief Governor, &c. &c. into the Houſe of Cm. 


mons. T' ſhould be as ſorry as any body to ſee 


that aſſembly crouded with a mob of profligate 
hirelings, or expectants; but ſurely we ſhould not 
preclude them from receiving all neceſſary informa- 


tion. How could the meaſure of the ſupplies be aſcer- 


tained, or the buſineſs of the nation properly con- 
| ducted, unleſs there are ſome people in the Houſe 
_ duly authoriſed to declare the wants, and the in- 
tentions of Government ? It may often be highly 5 
neceſſary in the courſe of a debate, to call on mi- 
niſtry for explicit declarations and explanations : 
How can this be done, if none of them have a | 
ſeat in the Houſe ? Yet were all boroughs to be 


perfectly emancipated, might it not frequently 


yz happen, that all the great law officers, all the con- 
fidential ſervants of the Crown, would be excluded 
from Parliament? I think, therefore, it ought to be 


part of a rational, feafible Plan of Reform, to per- 


mit a few of them to fit in the Houſe of Commons, 
en officio, 1 propoſed ſomething of this ſort in the 


Convention; but our Ae ronted va idea Wa 


b indignation. 
: 5 am your mend,” 
i ben. : 
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To. THe PEOPLE), or IRELAND, ed og 


Is; N my Se letters upon the b 6 thi | 

Sub-committee's plan of parliamentary reform, 1 
had pointed out ſo many abſurdities in the crude 
and puerile ſcheme produced by thoſe gentlemen, 
that I intended to leave it to that oblivion, to which 
I had flattered myſelf, the good ſenſe of my coun- 
trymen would have conſigned it. It is not, thete- 
fore, without ſome degree of commiſeration, for 
the miſtaken inhabitants, that 1 perceive the con- 

tagion of the Convention folly has ſpread itſelf 


into one or two unfortunate counties; theſe have 


adopted, verbatim, the reſolutions of the ſub-com- _ 
mittee; — they have adopted a plan, which they | 
did not comprehend, which they did not even 
examine at the meetings convened for the pur- | 
poſe of deluding unſuſpecting voters into an ap- 


probation of it! In their not comprehending this 


plan, they would only have been in the ſame pre- 
dicament with the reſt of the- nation; but a de- 
cent regard for appearances ought certainly to 
have induced the promoters of thoſe meetings, to 
have allowed of the ceremony, at leaſt, of an 
examination, with reſpe& to a meaſure, which 
the perſons. aſſembleg, | were . called. you” to 
Approve, 5 120 
Iy 


[ 74 ] 
In one place,* the plan, in favour of which a 
majority of the meeting gave their votes, was 
not even read to them: the political methodifts 
who propoſed it, thought, without doubt, that 
the conſtitution was to be ſaved, rather by faith, 
than good works, The gaping croud of unthink- 
ing freeholders, were called upon to believe, what 
they were not ſuffered to hear—a plan of reform, 
preſumed to be for the good of all, was explained 
to none in the true ſpirit of prieſtly craft, it 
Was treated like one of the holy myſteries of - 
8 popiſh church, which it is impiety to ex- 
amine, and damnation to doubt, becauſe no 
man can underſtand it. The conſequence was, 
that theſe poor men, whoſe vacant ears were 
not even amuſed with the recital of this plan of 
reform, have proved themſelves the dupes of 
their crafty directors; and by conſenting to, 
they knew not what, have, in fact, agreed to 
disfranchiſe themſelves, in order to fps their : 
liberties. _ 

IRA ſhewni in a e . that by one, 
of the reſolutions of the ſub· com mittee, enforcing 
reſidence, nine parts in ten,, of the forty ſhilling - 
 frecholders of this kingdom, would be debarred of 
their right of voting; yet, at the meeting above- 
mentioned, where there were a conſiderable 
number of forty ſhilling freeholders, theſe, with- 

out knowing that any ſuch reſolution! formed part 
g | - -of the plan e to . Sa: in its * 
„ „ 45 
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| and conſequently ſtr pped thernſelyes of their free 
holds. Een 5 
T nave, bene, once more acdbeſled you, ; 
my countrymen, to endeavour to check the pro- 
greſs of the infection of that nonſenſe, which had 
even diſgraced the walls deſtined to echo the 
ſounds of eunuchs and fiddlers. And for this 
reaſon alone, after ſo long a ſilence, Iſhall con- 
| clude the remarks I originally intended to make 
upon a plan of reform, which I hoped would 
have brought its own defeat, in its own abſur- | 
| dit | 
1 the remarks I have made upon the ian 1 
I have already taken notice of, I have ſhewn, that 
| they neceſſarily tended to decreaſe the number of 
the repreſentative body, and conſequently to in- 
creaſe the operation of the undue influence of the 
Crown, that they tended to decreaſe the numbers 


of the cubes; body, and conſequently'to increaſe _ 


| the undue influence of candidates ; that they 
alſo tended to create a new ſpecies' of undue influ- 
_ ence, hitherto unknown, over the electors of 
| towns or boroughs, under certain circumſtances; 
and laftly, that they would obviouſly render the 
- repreſentation of the people as unequal as the moſt 
| partial, umjuſt, and unconſtitutional proceedings 
could render it. 
| TarxoUGn the whole of theſe refoliniood, there 
appears but one ſolitary attempt to extend the right 
of voting, amidſt fo n expedichts NE 8 | 
. 
e ninth reſolution fates, «© That every Pro- 
_ «'teſtant pelictied n_ a leaſehold intereſt in any city, 


's 1 8 
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8 1 9 800 3 or manor, which hath hitherto. 
+ returned members to ſerve in parliament, or 


within the -precinQts of the ſame, of the clear 


c yearly 1 value of ten pounds, which at its original 


creation was for thirty-one years or upwards, 


and of which fifteen years are. unexpired, as per 


_ © regiſtry, be entitled to vote in {aid ys. town, 


4 * borough, or manor.” _ 
Tux term of fifteen years v was ES” altered 
to ten; ſo that the reſolution _ of. which. ten 


<P years are unexpired.” 


Ir after-what has been id | in my Gran: 1 


| reſ pecting other reſolutions of the Sub- committee, 
any farther proof were wanting of the total inca- 


pacity of thoſe pitiable reformiſts, the reſolution 
above quoted, would of itſelf be ſufficient, to enti- 


ue them to all the contempt under which. they 
| have fallen. 3 


Wa rnkx we conſider | its juftice, i its tendency : 


to eſtabliſh equality of repreſentation, or to prevent 
undue influence among electors, . in every one of 


theſe lights it will be found to be the verieſt com- 
pound of nonſenſe and injuſtice, that an imbeeility 


which would have diſgraced the milkineſs of infan · 


cy, could have ſuggeſtct. 
Is the firſt place, as to its juſtice—it j is 5 the very 


eſſence of juſtice that it ſhould be equally diſtribu- 
ted. Now, if it be juſt to confer the right of vot- 


ing upon that deſcription, of leaſcholders, whoſe 


intereſt amounts to a certain value, and [extends 1 
io a eertain term, it muſt be unjuſt not to confer 
this right equally upon all leaſeholders, whoſe. | in- 


& 8 


tereſis are n. ercurnifanced, 
Ir 


"EL 


bs the right of being ka in FN 


. * the right of voting for a repreſentative be mat 
I important and ſacred franchiſe which they contend 
N it is, who ſtate the preſent unequal repreſentation l 
: of the people as a grievance of the firſt magni --- . 
" | tude; as a grievance which called for the interfe- 
ö rence of the armed aſſociations of this kingdom ; 

| which juſtified their departing. from thoſe-princi- 
l | ples which had rendered them the guardians of their 
. country; from that conduct which had gained 
|| them veneration at home, and reſpe& abroad 
Why then, I would aſk, is this important and ſa- 
) cred franchiſe to be diftributed in a manner fo > 
; _ ſhamefully partial ?—why to a leaſcholder, of a : 


certain deſcription, within the precincts of a town 

or borough?—why is that franchiſe to be granted to 

7 him, and be refuſed to a county leaſeholder of iden- 

„ tically the /ame deſcription, as to the value and du- 

b | ration of his intereſt? If this franchiſe be of that 

c 7 in porn the Sub. committee would have us think 

4 it: is; and if it were not, the whole of their proceed - 
ings would be a moſt daring and impudent attack 

| upon the conftitution—why do they preſume ſo 

x groſsly to injure that numerous and reſpectable bo- 

dy of men, the county leaſeholders of Ireland, by 


5 refuſing to communicate to them ſo ine ſtimablea ] 
4 right ?—why do they at the ſame time ſo groſsly _ - 
8 inſult that body of men as to ſay to them —you, e "i 4 
3 the county leaſeholders, ſhall not enjoy this right:  _ - _ 
- but leaſeholders within the precincts of towns and . SY 
2 5 boroughs, whoſe intereſt i is not better than yours e = | 
8 who are not more Tur 192 5 ee $ 

| | have = 
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. oo; nies es to 8 1 ou— the 
ball be Nan of. ws en and impor 
franchiſe? \ | 5 
Por uE of. Ircland, 1 ak you, if this be diſt 
butive juſtice ? 
- "SECONDLY, bow far doo this re ines of : 
the ann. ann g of 5 rep 
taten? 
Bu" inis reſolution, the 3 ee of. : 
ſeſſed of a thouſand per annum or; upwards, - for 
any term of years from one to ninety-nine, or even 
to nine hundred and ninety-nine years, has no ex- 


ception made in his favour ;—he is not deemed _ 


worthy of being | poſſeſſed of the right of voting for 
a repreſentative; og the: borough leaſeholder, whoſe 
| a amounts only to. ten pounds per annum, 
and that for no longer a term than ten years, 7s 
| deemed worthy. of voting for a repreſentative. i in. 
_ parliament; in his favour an exception is made, 
and us property, which does not amount to the 
two hundredth-part of that of the county, leaſchold- 
er, and the future exiſtence of which depends upon 
the will of another, while that of the county, leaſe- 
holder is equivalent to a fee-limple — this, pro- 
perty, as gorges hg in value, as it is ment 
ment. | 
b agen, ET oa to eſtablith 1 of ae 5 
ſentation, the Sub- committee have allowed of a 
deviation from the original princi ciples of the conſtij- 
tution, which exclude all leaſcholders whatever. 
from voting for a repreſentative, in favour of a cer- 


tain n of nt leaſeholders, the value 


En Sal LI oe oe den TRL. as 


b 1 


| of whoſe cſtate 2 8 ſmall, as to —_ Fs FR 


pendent, were the tenure by which they held it, a N 5 
perpetuity, and whoſe tenure is ſo limited as to 


leave them no will of their own, even ſuppoſing 
1 value of their eſtates were conſiderable. 


e Gita other eee 5 


5 whale: property amounts not only to independence; 


but to affluence, and the tenure by which they hold 
it, is almoſt equivalent to a fee-fimple; theſe equal» - 


ly wealthy and independent ee are * 
to vote for a repreſentative! 


Por of Ireland, I aſ win if this 5 — 


idea of equality of repreſentation ? As to the third 
and laſt point, viz, the prevention of undue influ- 


ence among eleQtors,—after' what has been above 
ſtated, it muſt be evident, that this ſagacious reſo- 


luion certainly does not tend to create a body of 


| voters ho would: me: be * 0 undue in- 


F admitting Unt a | Jeaſchold. nebel on the 
aka of 'ten pounds were a ſufficient property to 


5 render a voter in ſome degree independent; will 


not the limitation of his riglit to vote, contained 


in the Sub · committee's reſolution, rather expoſe 
him to undue influence, than ſecure him from it? 


By this reſolution, the intereſt, Which entitles 
a leaſcholder to vote, muſt, at its original crea- 
tion, have been for thirty- one years, ten of which 
muſt be unexpired, or he forfeits his right to vote. 


Now, does not this limitation, which requires 


that ten yehrs of the voter's leaſe ſhould be unex- 
- pired; evidently anticipate, by ten years, the de- 


pendence of the tenant upon the onde. Let 
us 


- * —— — 
a 
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1 8 the leaſeholder were to vote to the ond | 
ol his term.—In this caſe, if his leaſe had nine 
Fears to run, and his landlord were an old man, 
he might ſafely venture to vote as he thought pro- 
per; as he would before the next election have 
either a chance of getting a new landlord, or poſ- 
ſbly of making his peace with the old one. On 
the other hand, according to the plan propoſed 
by the ſub-committee, ſuch a leaſeholder, if dere . 


were only nine years and eleven months of his in- 


tereſt unexpired, would have no vote at all with- 8 
out the conſent of his. landlord; as he muſt, 
for this purpoſe, obtain a new N and it may 


be eaſily conceived upon what conditions a ne- 


leaſe would be granted to him. This limitation, 
| therefore; of the leaſcholder's right to vote, which 


requires that there ſhould be ten years, of his 


term of thirty- one years, unexpired, places him 


exactly in the ſame ſituation, at the end of twenty- _ 
one years, that he would otherwiſe be in at the end 


of his term, ſuppoſing his right of voling continued 85 
ſo long. Thus, the Sub- committee, in the firſt 
inſtance, aſſign the longer term of thirty one years, 


to the intereſt which is to confer upon the leaſe- 
holder the right of voting, in order to render ſuch 
voter in ſome degree, independent of his landlord ; 


and in the ſecond. inſtance, they limit the right 2 


yoting to twenty-one years only, of ſuch intereſt, 


in order to render the ns of the cen term of 
no manner ef uſ. TEE 


ls it poſſible to conceive any thing more — 


: furdly inconſiſtent, or better calculated to create 
"ont very ae ne over the leaſeholder, 


\ A 5 Which 
; e 


41993. 
| which the ib eme ae to guard a 
Sainſt? abs 8 Ez 5 8 5 


+ SHALL naw. Juke) FAS Aon ofthe Sub- com- 


mittee, and of their proceedings. Had I e an 1 
enemy to Parliamentary Reform, I ſſiould have re- 


Jaiced to have found them bewildered in ſuch a 
labyrinth of contradictory, and impracticable pro- 
poſitions I ſhould never have waded through 
their report, in order to expoſe that chaos of ab- 

ſurdities l had been certain their own folly. would 
defeat itſelf; and, dignified as the object they had 
in view:might be, I had been perſuaded, it could 
not fail to become ludicrous, frem the operaſe 
folly, and ſtudied imbecility of the means See Which 
it was attempted to be accompliſhed A ſhould 
have rejeiced to find the nation the dupe.of theſe 
ſagacious delegates—to find them ſecure in the 
idea that theſe warlike legiſlators; and paciſie ſol- 
diers, had, by dint of drum and fife, paraded 
themſelves into a conſummate knowledge of a ſub- 
jeck, in its own nature intricate and difficult, 
and had afterwards drilled: their martial underſtand. 
ings to all the diſcipline of deep invelitgation, en- 
| lightened thought, and ſyſtematic reaſoning—from 
whence had ariſen the deepeſt, moſt enlightened, 
and ſyſtertatic ſcheme of Reform, that ever was 
conceived by legiſlators, or wondered at by vul- 
gar men —1 fay, I ſhould have been happy to 
find the nation ſecure in this idea; for fancying 


themſelves in poſſeſſion of this Vendkek fh ; 


Plan of Reform. ae would — 355 the ſuc- 
N : 8 G 4 | cels _ ; 


| | TE * 8 
ces of the meaſiine; itſelf, . of 
e plan; they would not look for any ſcheme 
leis abſurd in theory, or leſs difficult in practice; 
bdut would diſcover, when it was too late, that the 
plwGKkẽn was inadmiſſible, and of courſe had damned 
the meaſure. But as I am a kl friend to an 
eligible and practicable Parliamentary Reform, 1 
have endeavoured to point out the abſurdities of a 
ſcheme, which, I am perſuaded, could never _ 
| ſuch a Reform as the nation expects. The hazard- 


niſnes to its 4,9 eee bac gn: e for 
WI gh ae 
Ir may be ſaid, that it is lea to object to —— 
pigpolcd: plan, but hard to deviſe a better.—T only 
anſwer, that though a man may be no muſician 
himſelf, he can eaſily: perceive when the muſic is 
execrable. I do not profeſs myſelf a legiſlator, 
my habits in life have not fitted me for the office; 
nor do 1 pretend to that enlightened mind, and 
extenſive knowledge of the nature of government, 
which would enable me to improve a conſtitution, © 
which for ages, has conferred liberty and happineſs | 
upon the people who hag): the > good anda: to poſ- 
| ſeſs it. 5 FY f 


myfſelf poſſeſſed of the talents requiſite for ſuch an 


_ 15 common e to . * WEN are | in Lie - 


ning ill · imagined and-unfounded plans of improve- | 
ment, is ever fatal to their object it either begets 
424vdän idea that the meaſure is impracticable, or it fur- 


undertaking, I think it requires only. a ſmall ſhare - 


Bur though Lam not vain n enough to conceive = 


PP 
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ran. 


115 ame predicament—and among * 68 Sab- ä 
committee, from the reſult of their labours, appemer 

to me moſt peculiarly unfit for the taſk they hack 

' impoſed upon themſelves. Abſurd and contradic- IT 
tory as their ſcheme of Reform certainly is, mi. 
chievous as it would prove, if attempted to be car. 
ried into practice, I do not, my countrymen, think * _ 

it incumbent upon me, to offer a better to your © 1 
conſideration. I have ſerved you to the beſt of mp, 
0 capacity have ſhewn you the miſchiefs you. N oY 
may avoid—let thoſe who are poſſeſſed of greater © 
abilities than I can lay claim to, — out to : = 
hg the: Oy Ju my N | 
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